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47TH CONGRESS, }

SENATE.

· 2d Session.

. Ex. Doc.
{ No. 44.

MESSAGE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TRANSMITTING

A letter frorn the Secretary of the Inter,ior respect'in_q the ratification of an
agreement with the confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper
Pend d 'Oreilles India,ns, for the sale of a portion of their reservation in
Mo,ntanct Territory.
J ANUAHY 19, 188:3.-Read au d r eferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered

to be printed.

To the Senate a.:nd H01.use of Representatives :
I transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, with a draft of a bill and accompanying papers, to accept and
rati:(y an agreement with the confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay,
and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indiaus, for the ·sale of a portion of their
reservation in the· Territory of Montana, required for the Northern
Pacific Railroad, and to make the necessary appropriation for carrying ·
the same into effect.
The subject is presented for the consideration of the Congress.
CHESTER A. ARTHUR.
EXECUTIVE 1\fANSION, January 19, 1883.

DEP AR1'MEN1' OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, January 16, 1883.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith for your consideration a
draft of a bill prepared in the office of Indian Affairs " to accept and
ratify an agreement with the confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay,
Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians for the sale of a portion of their reservation in the Territory of Montana, requhed for the Northern Pacific
Railroad, and to make the necessary apppropriation for carrying out
the same," together with the accompanying papers and maps mentioned
in the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, also herewith.
The measure has my approval, and I respectfully request that it may
be transmitted for the consideration of the Congress.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. TELLER,
Secretary.
The PRESIDENT.
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FLATHEAD AND OTHEH 1NDIANS.
DEPAI~T:l\1EN1' OF TilE INTERIOR,
OFFICE 01•' INDIAN AI<'J;' AIRS,

nrashington, January 13, 1883.
SIR: I have received by department reference, for examination, are·

port made to you under date of 29th November last by Mr. Joseph K.
McCammon, Assistant Attorney-General, special commissioner appointed
by yon on the 22d July last to treat on behalf of the United States with
the confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pond cl'Oreilles Indians,. inhabiting the J ooko or Flatlwad Reservation in the Territory of 1\iontana, for the extinguishment of their title to lands of the
reservation required for the purposes of the Northern Pacific Railroau,
in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of the act of Congress approved J nly 2, 1864 (I::~ Stat., 3GG), setting forth the result of Lis negotiations in that behalf with said Indians.
With said report are transmitted an agreement entered into with said
Indians · by .Mr. 1\icOa.mmon, on the part of the U uited States, dated·
September 2, 1882; a map of defiuite location of the Northern Pacific
Railrmtd upon and through said reservation, marked A; five descriptive
plats of grounds required for station-houses, &c., marked B, C, D, E,
an,d F, respe~tively; three plats marked plat K, sheet 1, plat K, sheet 2,
plat K, sheet 3, showing the line of route on a more extended scale,
and a schedule marked K, containing a descriptive list and valuation of
improvements of certain individual Indians of said confederated tribes
affected by the passage of the road through the reservation. There is
also transmitted a copy of a verbatim report of the conference held by the
commissioner with the Inuians.
By the terms of said ag-reement the said confederated tribes surrender and relinquish to the United States all their right, title, and interest
unuer the treaty of July 16,1855 (12 Stat., 975), in and to a strip of land
not exceeding 200 feet in width, that is to say, 100 feet on each 1:1ide of
the line as laid clown on the map of definite location (A), wherein said
line runs through said resenTation, entering the same at or near the
summit of Corrigan Defile, passing by the valley of Findlay Creek to
the Jocko, along the Jocko to the Pend d'Oreilles HiYer, and down the
valley of the Pend d'Oreilles, passing out of the reservation at or near
the month of the Missoula RiYer, said strip of land to be used by the
Northern Pacific Railroad Company, its successors or assigns, as a right
of way and road-bed, and containing 1,300 acres. Ah-;o in and to five
certain pieces or parcels of land situate along and adjoining said strip
of land, hereinbefore described., as the same are delineated on the plats
or maps thereof, marked respecti\·ely B, C, D, E, and F, and aggregating 130 acres, the same to be used by said railway company for the purposes of station-houses, depots, sidings, &c.
In consideration of the cession of said lands, amounting in the aggre·
gate to 1,430 acres, the United States agrees to pay to the said coufederated tribes the sum of $16,000, being at the rate of $11.18 per acre, to
be deposited in the Treasury of the United States to the credit of the
said confederated tribes, upon ratification of said agreement by Congress
and necessary appropriation made therefor, said sum to be expended
for the benefit of said Indian~ in such manner as the Secretary of the
Interior may direct.
Tlle United States further agrees npon like ratification and appropriation to p:ty to the individual Indians, members of sai<l confederated
tribes, whose names appear on the schedule marked K, annexed to said
agreement, the several sums E:et opposite their respective names, amounting in the aggregate to $7,625, as full compensation for clamages to im-
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provements, or fenced or culti\Tated fields, which they may sustain by
reason of the nrrender and relinquishment of said lands, or any part
thereof as aforesaid, such compensation to be expended for the benefit
of such individual Indians, or paid to them in cash, in the proportions
to which they may severally be entitled appearing by said schedule, as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct.
It is furtlter stipulated m said agreement that all provisions of existing treaties with said confederated tribes, not affected thereby, shall
remain in full force and effect, and that said agreement. shall be subject
to ratification by Congress.
I have carefully examined said agreement with accompanJ-ing maps
.a nd schedule, and have the honor to return the same berewHh, with
the recommendation that tliey severally receh·e your approval.
I also submit, herewith, for transmission to Congress the draft (in
duplicate) of a bill to accept and ratify said agreement with tlte confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians, of the 2d September last, also copies (in duplicate) of the agreement in question, maps, reports, aud other papers hereunder mentioned,
and necessary to a full understanding of the matter by Congress.
Mr. McCammon's report with accompanying papers are herewith returned with the request that when they shall have been approved they
again be returned for the files of this office.
Very respectfully, JOUr obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner.
The Hon. the SECRE'fARY OF. THE INTERIOR.
[Inclosure&.]

1. July 22, 1882.-0opy letter of Secretary of Interior detailing Mr.
McCammon to proceed to Flathead reserve.
2. Same date.-Oopy department instructions to ~fr. :1\-IcCammon.
3. November 29, 1882.-Copy report. of Mr. :1\-IcCammon on negotiations with Flathead Indians, with accompanying papers, viz:
(a.) Minutes of conference with the Indians.
(b.) Agreement, dated .September 2, 1882, between the confederated
tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians, resident on the Jocko (or Flathead) resen'e, Montana, of the one part, and
the United States of America, represented by Joseph K. 1\IcOammon,
Assistant Attorney-General United States, of the oth~r part, for cession
<>f land required for the purposes of the Northern Pacific Railroad.
(c.) Map of definite location of the Northern Pacifie Railroad upon
the Flathead reserve, marked A.
(d.) Descriptive plat of grounds required for station purposes marked

R.

c.
D.

(e.) Descriptive plat of grounds required for station

,

.

purpose~

marked

(f.) Descriptive plat of grounds required for station purposes marked

(g.) DescripthTe plat of grounds required for tstationpurposes marked

E.
(h.) Descripti.ve plat of grounds required for station purposes marked
F ..
(i.) Map of route, extencled scale, plat K, sheet 1.
(k.) May of route, extended scale, plat K, sheet 2.
(Z.) l\Iap of route, exteudt~d scale, plat K, sheet 3.
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(in.) Schedule of improvements belonging to individual Indians of
said confederated tribes, affected by the passage of the road, marked K.
4. Draft of a bill to accept and ratify said agreement of September, 2,
1882, and to make the necessary appropriation for carrying out the
same, for transmission to Congress.
5. Janury 13, 1883.-0opy report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs
to accompauy the same.
No. 1.
DEPAR.r:\IE.- T OF TI:ll<~ INTERIOR,

TVashington, July 22, 1882.
SIR: You are hereby detailed to procee'l to Ban Prancisco, Cal., to snperiutend the
opening of bids, award of contracts, &c., for certain supplies for the Indian sen-ice .
to furnish which, hids ·will be opened by yon in that city on August 15, 1882.

*

*

*

~

~

* •

*

When the said business :1t San Francisco shall have been completed, you will proceed theuc, via Ogd1m, to the Flathead Indian Agency in Montana, on the busiues.
set forth in detailed instructions this day addressed to yon, on the conclusion of which
you will return to \Vashington.

*

*

*

~

Very respectfully.
H. M. TELLER,

SecretarJf
Hon . .JOSEPH K. McCAMMON,
Assistant Attorney-General, p·rcse-nf .

No.2.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

•

Washington, July 22, 1882.
SIH: Yon having been <lesiguated in department letter of this date to proceed to
the Flathead (Joeko) Indian reservation in Montana, for the purpose of conferring
and arranging on the pa,rt of the Uuited States with the Indians on said reservation
for the extinguishment of their title to so much of the land of that reservation asia
required for the right of way for the Northern Pacific Railroa'l through it, the follow ing information and instructions are furnished for your gniflance in t,he premises.
By the first section of the act of July 2, ltl64 (13 Stat., 365 ), incorporating the Norther1 ,
Pacific Railroa(l Company and making a grant of lands thereto, Congress authorized
and empowered the said company to layout, locate, construct, furnish, maintain, an<
enjoy, a continuous railroad and telegra-ph line, with the appurtenances, beginning
at a point on Lake Superior in tlw State of Minnesota or Wisconsin, thence westerly
by the most eligilJ!e railroad route as should be determined by said company within
the territory of the LTni ted States on a line north of the forty-fifth degree of latitude,
to some point on Pnget Sound.
By the second section of sa.irl act Congress granted the said company the right of
way through the public domain for the construction of said railroad and telegraph, t
the extent of 200 feet in width on each side of said railroad, including all necessary
grounds for station buildings, workshops, depots, machine-shops, switches, sidetracks, turn-tables, and water stations; an(l also provided that the United State8
should extinguish as ntpiflly as might be consistent with public policy, and the welfare of the Indians, the Indian title to all Ia.nds falli11g unda the operation of the act
and acquired in the dona,tion to the road.
By the second article of the treaty uetween the United States and the confederated
tribes of :Flathead, Kootenay a, and Upper Pend tl'Oreilles Indians, concluded at Hell
GtLte, in the Bitter Root Yal1e,\', July 16, 1855 (12 Stat., 975), dul~7 ratified and proclaimed, a tract of country therein described in the then Territory of WaBhington, Lut
How included within the boundaries of the Territory of Montana; was set apart b~
c;pecific boundarie<.; for the use and occupation of the Baid confederated tribes, and a
a general Indian resenation, upon which may he placed other friendly tribes or bands
of Indians of the Territory of ·washington who may agree to be consolidated with
the tribes parties to said treaty under the common designation of the :Flathead Nation .
The third article of said treaty provides 1bat, "if necessary for the public conven-
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ience, road:s may be run through the said reservations, and on tht~ other hand the
right of way, with free access from the same to the nearest pnblic highway, is secured
to them, as also the ri~ht in common with citizens of the Unite<l States to travel upon·
all public highways."
The eighth article.of the treaty uetween the United States anll the Flathead Nation
' nd other Indians concluded at the council ground on the Upper Missouri, near the
mouth of the Judit.h River, in the Terrltor.v of Nebraska, Octouer 17, 1855 (11 Stat.,
'57), duly ratified and confirmed, declares that, "for the purpose of establishing trayeling thoroughfares through their country, and the better to enable the President to
execute the provisions of their treaty, the aforesaid natious and tribes do hereby conent and agree that the United Slates may, within the countries respectively occupied
' nd claimed by them, construct roads of every description, estaulish lines of telegraph
and military posts, use materials of every description found· in the Indian country,
build houses for agencieR, missions, schools, far)lls, shops, mills, stations, and for any
other purpose for which they may be required, and permanently occupy as much land
as may be necessary for the various purposes above enumerated, including the use of
wood for fuel and land for grazing. anrl that the navigation of all lakes ~tnd streams
shall be forever free to citizens of the United Stat.es."
The Nort.lwrn Pacific Railroad Company now desires the extinguishment of the In( ian title to so much of the lands of the said reservation, upon and along the line of
its road as defined, as indicate(! in the second section of said act before noted, for the
purposes of a right of way and road bed, including all necessary grounds for statiouwildings, workshops, switches, side tracks, turn-tables, and water-stations.
By virtue of the provisions of said act, it becomes the duty of the government to
extinguish the Indian title to the lands in said reserYation, required for the purposes
aforesaid, which must be done by arrreement, duly entered into between the United
tates and the confederated tribes of Indians oeeupying or interested in the reservation.
The railroad company has tiled a map of its line of route through the reservation,
Inch will be found herewith, marked A, and plats and description of the location
~md extent of lands required for station-bnildiugs, &c., designated upon the papers,
also herewith. marked E, F, G, H, I, J.
In a map of location ( ou a more ex ten dell scale) filed by the company, a copy of
which marked n accompanies 1hesc instructions, the right of way for about 40 miles
t.hrough the reserYatlon is laid down on a maximum scale of 400 feet wide, as granted
to the company through the public lauds, embracing an area of 2,080.39 acres. Station grounds, &c., asdesignatedouplatsmarkedE, .F, G, H, I audJ, includingright
of way through the same, embrace an area of 34UJ8 acres; making the aggregate
•ruantity of lancl applied for by the company 2,422.~37 acres.
The entire distance covered by the certified nmp (A) of location through the reservation is 53.26 miles, on which six stations, one for about every 8! miles, are designated, and for which 341.98 acres, including right of way, are alleged to be required,
equivalent to about 57 acres for each depor. or "tation, or an average of 34acres, without right of way.
In the agreement with the Crow Indians in Montana, August 22, 1881, through
vhose reservation this same ra.ilroad runs fora distance of 11 miles, ten stations were
.allowed, a\·eraging 26 acreR each, f'xclw~i Ye of right of way.
The right-of-way act of 1873 (18 Stat., 4b2) allo"·s "not to exceed in amount 20
acres for each station to the exteut of one station for each 10 miles of its road." By
the same act, the right of way allowed is limited to" 100 feet on each side of the centrallitie of said road,'' whilst the right of way to the Northern Pacific Railroad (13
Stat., 365) is to the extent of 200 feet in width on each side of .said railroad, where it
may pass through the publi1• domain, including all necessary ground for station buildings, &c.
By telf'gram of the tirst instant, addressed to lion. Martin Maginnis, and repeated
to this department by him, the Northern Pacific Railroa(l Company signified its willingness to accept a right of way 200 feet wide through the reservation.
It has further be<'n <leci<lPd to allow only five stntions for buildings, &c., within
t he reservation, to be as near as couveniently may be 10 miles apart, and to be about
~6 acres in area, in afldition to the right of way.
The president of the railroad company was adYised uy department letter of July
19, lb82, to have prepared a new map of the line of the road through the resPrvation
showing the right of way 200 feet wide, and the location and area of the five stations
for buildings, &c., with plats and full description thereof, to be allowed, all of which
to be furnished you at the Flathead (Jocko) reservation, on or before the 22d of August, proximo.
It having been reported to the department through the Indian Office that the proJected road passes through or otherwise damages sundry cultivated fields, inclosures,
and other Yaluable improvements uelonging to individual Indians, occupants of the
re ·ervation, you will, in company with the Indian agent, make a thorough personal
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examination of all property which may be so affected or uamaged, and from the best
disinterested evidence you can procure upon the question of value, make a careful
appra.isement thereof (exclusive of the value of the land itself, which is common
property), and of the amount of compensation to be paid by the United States t()
such individual Indian or Indians therefor. Yon will embody such appraisement in
the form of a tabular statement, to be prepared b,y yon in accordance with the form
marked K herewith inclosed, and make the :;;arne a part of the agreement hereinafter
mentioned.
The Commissioner .of India,n Affairs ha<~ been directed to instruct Agent Ronan, in
charge of the agency, to prepare a list of the adult male Indians of the reservation,
and to have everything in readiness for the assembling of the Indians in council at
such time as you may designate by letter to him; and that you will reach the agency
about the 2:!d of Au(J'ust, proximo.
You will fully explain to the Indians assembled in council the nature and object
of the agreement which it is proposed to make be':.ween them and the United States,
the objectiYe points of the road, a,nd the line of route which it will follow through
the reservation, as shown by the map furnished by the railroad company, and the
location and extent of land required for station buildings, &c.
,
You will advise the Indians to agree npon a fair and reasonable compensation to
be paid by the government for the quantity of land required by the railroad company,
impressing npom them the opinion held by the department that the construction of
the road wiH advance their welfare, be beneficial to the Indian service, and subserve
a general public interest in the vicinity through which it will pass.
The whole subject having been fully explained to aml understood by the Indians,
the amount of compensation to be paid by the United States to the confederated
tribes for t.he lands to be surrendered, agreed upon, and also compensation to individual Indians for damages, &c., as hereinbefore provided, and all other necessary
preliminaries having been arranged, you will reduce the terms of the agreement to
writing substantially in form inclosed herewith.
It is proposed that the amount of money to be paid by the United States for the
lands surrendered shall, upon ratification of the agreement by Congress and necessary
appropriation therefor,:t>e deposited in the Treasury of the Uniteu States to the credit
of the confederated tribes, and be expended for their benefit in such manner as the Secretary of the Interior may direct, and that under like conditions the amount of compensation awarded to individual Indians for damages shall be expended for their benefit or
paid to them in cash, in the proportions tow hich they may be severally entitled thereto,
in the discretion of the Secretary. All this you will cause to be fully explained to the
Indians, as also the fact that, except as to the quantity of lands the title to which may
be extinguished by said agreement, all the stipulations of existing treaties, so far as
the same are unfulfilled, will remain in force.
The agreement should be executed a.nd signed by at least a majority of all the adult,
male Indians occupying or interested in the reservation lands, and must be certified and
attested in form transmitteu herewith.
Upon the ratification of the agreement by Congress the lands mentiouetl therein
will become a part of the public domain of the United States and subject to the provisions M the charter act of July 2, 1864, hereinbefore referred to, of the privileges of
which a~t the company can then avail itself.
You are authorized to disregard so much of the foregoing instructions as you may
deem the best interests of the United States and the Indians require.
The follo\Ying books and papers are furnished for your use in the prosecution of the
duties to which you are assigned:
Copy of Indian Office report to the department of February 6, 1882, with inclosures.
Department letter to President Villard, :February 11, 1882.
P:r;esident Villard's reply, February 16, 188:l.
Letter from President Villard to department, J nne 14, 1882.
Indian Office report to department of June 22, 188:l.
Department letter to Indian Office, July 1, 1882.
Telegram from Hon. Martin Maginnis, July 1, 1882.
Letter from President Villard to the department, July 3, 18.32.
Certified map of definite location of Northern Pacific Railroad through Flathead
Reservation, A.
Map of definite location (extended), B.
Descriptive plats of station grounds, &c., marked E, F, G, H, I, and .f.
Form of proposed agreement certificates, &c.
Form of ta.bular statement of individual damages.
Report ofCo.tiunissioner of Hailroads, 1881, containing legislation for Northern Pacific Railroau, pp. 136, &c.
Printed copy of treaty with Flathea<l, &c., Indiaus of July 16, 1R55.
Extract fi·om treaty of October li, 185;), relatiYe to conRtrnction of railroa.dH on reservation.
•
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Copy of General Land Office regulations respecting right of-way railroads, forms for
verifications of maps, &c.
The return of the inclosures above noted is respectfully requested with your report.
Yon will please acknowledge the receipt of this letter of instructions and transmH
the agreement, when linally completed, with yyur report, to this department.
Very respectfully,
.
H. M. TELLER,
Sec1·etm·y.
Hon. Jos. K. McCA)Il\ION,
Assistant Attorney-General.,
Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTElUOR,

Washington, Not:ember ~9, 1882.
Sm : I ha\'e the honor to inform you that in accordance with your letters of July
22, last, after having completed the busip.ess which you directed me to undertake, I
proceeded from San Franci:;co via Oguen, Utah, and Butte City and Deer Lodge,
Mont., to the Jocko or Flathead Reservation in the northwestern corner of the
Territory of Montana, arriving there on the 30th of August. A large number of Indians, estimated to be between six and seven hundred men, women, and children,
had been assembled by the agent. I found that white men living on the border of
the 1·eservation had, with the aid of whisky, somewhat inflamed a portion of the
Indians, chiefly the young men, against the object of my visit, and during the whole
period of my visit I had to contend with this feeling, as wm more fully appear by the
minutes of the council which I inclose in this c0mmtmicatiou.
Notwithstanding these iuflnences, the Indians consented to sign the agreement,
which is transmitted herewith, together with map A, descriptive plats B, C, D, E,
and F, also plat K 1, 2, 3, and a schedule marked K, which contains a descriptive
list of improvements affected by the right of way of the Northern Pacific Railroad.
The terms of the agreement made with the confederated tribes of the Flathead,
Kootenais, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians resident on the Jocko or Flathead
Reservation in Montana, are briefly stated, that a strip of land not exceeding 200
feet in width, aggregating about 1,300 acres, together wHh about 130 acres for station
purposes are cPded to the United States, the consideration being $16,000, which is at
the rate of $11.18 per acre. And further, the United States agrees to pay to individual
Indians $7,625 as compensation for damages to improvements of fenced or cultivated
11elcls, which may be sustainerl by reason of the surrender and relinquishment of the
lanils above described. The right of way projected through the reservation extends
about fifty-three miles in a northwesterly and westerly direction.
In conformity with my instructions, I made a personal examh1ation of most of the
jmprovements injured or de~troyed by the right of way, in company with several
competent persons whose opinion I sought before determining tbe sum to which I
thought the owner in each case to be entitled. Having fixed a standard, I requested
Mr. Honan, the agent, to continue the appraisement which I have adopted, having
had each particular farm not visited by me described by several persons who were
familiar with the improvements, their general vi:Llue, &c. I should state that the
acreage in each particular farm interfered with furnishes little test of the amount of
damage dont>, inasmuch as the questions of tillage, style of fence, or the character of
the dwelling-bouse a.ncl out-buildings, or whether the right of way ran directly through
the middle of the farm or only touched its border, were the vital matters to be considered.
I will snLmit in a few days a report with special reference to the desire of the Indians on the Flathead Reservation to have their lands extended from the prese11 t
northern line up to the int(.'rnationalline between the. United States and the Dominion of Canada.
I am under obligations to Maj. William H. Jordan, Third Infantry, U. S. A., commanding at Fort Mis onla, Mont., who was at the agency during the negotiations, for
valuable assistance. His presence undoubtedly contributed largely to the restoration
and continuance of good order. AgPnt Ronan and other employes at the agency did
all in their power to further the object of my visit.
I am, very reRpectfnlly, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH K. McCAMMON,
As8iijfant Attorney- Ot neral.

Hon.

1\f. TELLER,
Steretary of the Interior.

HENRY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian
instructions that if the matter meets the approval of
shall be returned to the department with draft of bill,
mitted to Congress for proper legislative action.

INTEIUOR, December 5, 1tl82.
Affairs for examination, with
the Commissioner the papers
as in similar cases, to be sub·
H. M. TELLER,
Sem·etary.

Cou,ncil held by Hon. Joseplt K. McCanwwn, Assistant .d.ltorney-Uenaal, appointed by the
Secreta1·.11 of the Interior to negotiate an a.greernent with the India 118 on the .F'latlwad Resel'vationjor 1·ight of way for the N01·thern Pacific Railroad th1·ough the 1·eservation. ·
AUGUST 31, 1882-3 p. m.
Present: Arlee, Adolphe, Eneas, and Michelle, with headmen and Indians of the
Flathead, Pend d'Oreilles: and Kootenais tribes.
Agent RONAN said: Mr. McCammon is here from Washington, representing the
United Sta.tes Government, to meet the Indians iu council; aucl it is desired to have
them listen attentively. He is here with the voice of the Great Father, aml brings
his words to the Indians. I have no further words of introduction.
Commissioner McCAMMON. My friends of the Flathead, Pend d'Oreilles, Kootenais,
and other tribes living on the Jocko Reservation: I have been sent by the Great
:Father at Washington a great many miles to see you. awl talk with Jrou. He knows
how well you have treated the white people these many years; that you have been
peaceful aud happy, and have taken care of yourselves; that you have alws.ys been
his friends and the friends of his people. Knowing these things he does not wish to
take from you your lands. He knows, however, that a railroad is to be built on the
borders of your reservation. Twenty-seven years ago you and your fathers made a
treaty with the whites. That treaty which yon and the others made pro·Y ided for a
country here in which you and your fathers should liYe. In that treaty you and your
fathers agreed "if necessary for the public convenience roads may be rnn through
the said reservation." By another treaty, made the same year at the treaty grounds,
near the mouth of the Judith River~ i'n Nebraska, which treaty was signed by the
Flathead Nation and other Indians. it was provided that "for the purpose of establishing traveling thoroughfares through the country, and better to enable the President to execute the provisions of this treaty, t,he aforesaid nations and tribes do hereby
consent and ag,ree that the United States may, ~ithin the countries respectively occupied and claimed by them, construct roads of every description, establish lines of
telegraph," &c. The Great Father and the Great council in 1864 gave the Northern
Pacific Railroad Company the right to build a railroad tbrough this country. The
railroad company now say to the Great ·Father, ''We want to build a railroad through
the Jocko Reservation a few miles." The Great Father says, "The Indians on the
J ocko Reservation gave me consent,_ years ago, to have roads of every description
built through their land." He understands that a wagon road has been built and
used for some time. That is one kind of road. Another kind of road is a railroad.
It is a better and quicker way of tra>eling. It is a kind of road that other Indians
all over the country have allowed to be built. But the Gr11at Father says that he
thinks the Indians sbould be paid for the little laud that will be used by the railroa(l.
He says he thinks the railroad will be good for the Indians as well as for the whites.
'rhe building of tbe road may bring white men on the reservation in order to grade
the road, lay ties, &c., but when the road is built, no white men will remain except at stations, and there only so nmny as are necessary. I will now show you
a map of your reservation (shows map). The railroad is to come np here from
the Missoula, entering the reservation by the Jocko River, and then going along the
Jocko and Pend d'Oreille Rivers to the west line of the reservation. Now, as all the
lands on the reservation belong to the Indiaus the United States wants to pay, and
thinks it right to pay, for 100 feet of road on each side of the track, for a distance of
53.26 miles on this narrow line; and also for five sq nares of ground alongside, to be
used as stations, being about 130 acres in addition, fully described on the map. Thes11
stations are where cars will stop to take on passengers, Indians anu others, a.nd Indian wheat and grain, if you want it carried off to sell; and where goods will be sent
or received. This will cover a very small part of the reservation-like a spider web
or fly track across the reservation (illustrating). Yonr reservation contaius about
3,000,000 acres; the railroad will occupy 1,500 acres, jnst about as much as an orrlinary wa.gon road. Now the Great Father asks me to inquire of these Indians what
will be a fair price for this small tract. He says you ought to be paid a fair, reasonable price, just as much as he would pay a white man, no more and no less. Where the
railroad runs through the f~:ums of Iudiau_s, those Indians will be paid for their fences,
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farms, hou~es, aucl crops, if interfered. with, the money to be paid to each Indian, or
to the agent to be nsecl for tllem. I am appointed to find out how much this will
• dama.ge each Indian farm. TbiR refers only to houses, fences, crops, &c., that belong
to individual Indians.
MICHELLI<;. Yon don'·t kuow how mnch indi ddua.1 Indians ·w ill get, do yon?
COMMISSIONER. No; that we will determine hereafter. I went last year to Fort
Hall Reservation. The Indians there allowed a roacl to be built, and no white men
have come on the reservation because of the roa1l. That is on the same plan as this.
Hundreds of miles of road are bnilt through the Inclian Territory, and yet wh1 te men
are kept out, except the agents of the railroads. The Northern Pacific Railroarl has
topped at the line of your reservation, and wishing welt to the Indians, does not
ant to interfere with tht•m, except by some arrangement so that the Intlians may
• e paid. So the Great Father sends me to ask yon wllat yon want to be paid for this
land which the railroad company needs. I want you to consider this matter and ask
questions. I don't want any one to misunderstand. I want to be just to the Indians.
I want to protect their rights. I waut them to talk. I am ready to hear from Arlee,
Michelle, Adolphe, Eneas, or the headmen who know what they want to say.
ENEAS. I presume you will not ask us to answer now. There are some men here
who have wild ideas, and we want to adjourn and talk the matter over.
MICHELLE. \Ve don't want to detain you for a lot of humbug. Of course you an<l
the Great Father claim that we ought to be paid for the land taken; we ~~rc not to be
cheated; we are to he treated jnst the same as whites.
COMMISSIONER. The Cmws last year so1rl land to this company Just the same as you
are asked to do. \Vhatever time yon ' ish will he granted.
ARLEE. I am going to talk not abont what yon are talking about. The Great Chief
rlon't pity me, I am crowded on both sides. \Vhitc men go up and down the reser·ation with cattle. I lose cattle in plenty. I want yon to get the whites off the
land at the head of Flathcafl Lake. [am old. I will soon die. There are a lot of
young ones. I would like to have tbe111 lhe lwppy. But they will always be in
trouble with white men if they n•main so near us. It may he truP. that the railroad
would help the Indians, lmt I would like to get the whites oft' the Flathead Lake:
Co:-.fMISSIONER. Cattle are driven through the reservation because the treaty prorided for it. \Vhitc men ·who Rteal are bad men. There are bad white men and ba(l
Indians. ·w hite men punish bad white men when they can find them. Fewer cattle
will go through the reservation aft,cr the building of the railroad, for then many
eattle will go through on cars. I will report your wishes to the Great Father. The
Great FathPr did not know them.
ARLEE. The country we gave to the government IS very valuable. Lots of white
men have made indepPndent fortunes in my country. Since twenty-seven years ago,
when my forefa.thers made the treat.y and gave yoLl the country east and south of this,
you have been digging golcl there; that conn try it:~ very valuable. Yon must not
think there are t:~o few here. Lots of others think of coming over here and living on
this reservation. Be snrc to tell the Great Father my wishes.
MICHELLE. I and Eneas thi.nk as does Arlee.
•
COMMISSlO.'ElL Tell him I (not the Great Fath&r) think if they ·w ant that count.ry
11p north they should have it.
I will tell the Great Father. They got the price they
asked for their laud; they sold it to the white man. Gold was not yet discovered
there. They yet haYe fine lands. noble rivers, and majestic mountains.
RoNAN. In my talks I feel as if I knew what Arlee wished to say. On t.be north
~~ide of the Flathead resrrvation there is a narrow tract of United States land. Arlee
fears that strip will be settled by whites, and Arlee feels if the Great Father will let
r.he Indians have that then they will not be surrounded by whites.
SEPTE~1BER 1, 1882-1.40 p. m.
Commissioner McCA~DfON . .My friends, I am glad to see you to-day, and hope your
hearts are good towards the Great Father. I will be pleased to hear what the chiefs
have to say. If there is an~'thing they don't understand in the talk of yesterday I
will try to make it clear. I am read.v to hear from them now.
ENEAS. I am the chief and you see me now. I have not doubt you are sent to see
tts by the Great Father. I am the chief and this is my country. I am not joking in
telling yon I would like to get t.he Flathead Lake country back. There are things
that the government promised me in that treaty that I have never seen. The government promised me everything we need<>d, The govArnment told me it would send a
blacksmith, and bnild school-houses, and fnrnish teachers at the agencies to instruct
Indians, and a head farmer, and build houses for us. The government wished us to
be like white men, and these were to instruct us. It promised me a tinner, a wagonmaker, a plow-maker. a hospital, and a doctor to look after the sick; and that is the
reason we signed the treaty. I was glad to think ~e were to have these things. We
had a big country, and niH1er those conflitions we signed the treaty. Seven years
after tnat we learned that the line of tue reservation ran acroRA the middle of Flat-
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head Lake. We didn't know that when we signed the treaty. That is the reason we
want that country back. Besides, we d'id not get one-half of the annuities that belonged to us. It was divided among yourselves. You told us that after a while we ·
would be intelligent and rich and like white men. We are poor now. We try to
have whites to assist us, and t,hey won't because we are Indians. That is the reason
we want to have the whites kept out of that Flathead Lake country.
COMMISSIONER. I am glad to hear Eneas. I know what a good man be is. Major
Ronan has told me what wrong has been done years ago; he can now t.r ust Majo1·
Ronan; what he gets he gives the Indians. One reason why the Great Father forgot
the Flatheads is that they have been so far from Washington; but now when tlw railroad is built they will be within four or :five days from Washington; and the Great .
Father and his people will see and pity the Indians. That is one thing t,he Great
Father means when he says the Indians will be benefited by the railroad. I will tell
the Great Father about Eneas's desires, and do all I can to carry out his wishes.
ARLEE. What is the reason you are not able to treat with the Indians about that
country~ You have full power.
COM.:\USSIO~ER. Arlee is· mistaken; I have not power to treat about everything.
As I said yesterday, the Great Father did not know what your wis~es were about that
strip of land. He only knew about the railroad, and he told me to agree to pay for
the land to be used by the railroad. The land is not taken by the railroad, but is
taken by the Great Father, who lets the railroad use it.. Possibly you will understand
my power by an example. You are a chief of yonr tribe; Y(\U send one of your young
men to fish, but he go,es off to visit his friends miles away; you are waiting for your
fish all the time; the young man had no right to visit his fhends until he got his fish .
So I have no right to do more than the Great Father told me, but must return to him.
Do you understand~
ARLEE. [ underst.and.
COMMISSIONER. That is my position.
ARLEE. Is it true the Great Father don't know of the men north of the Flathead
Lake?
COMl\USSIO~ER. The country there belongs to the Great Father, sow bites have a right
to go there; but I will tell the 'Great Father all you say. It is alL written down.
ARLEE. We will now quit talking about the head of Flathead Lake.
COMMISSIONER. Now, I will be glad to hear about the money to be paid for the use
of the land for the railroad.
·
ENEAS. You know what I said, tbat the government did not give half it agreed
about annuities; and I think I don't wish the road to pass through this reservation.
The Great Father is a good man, and when the Great Father tells me a thing I do it.
I wish the Great Father to do me a favor and consult my wishes, and not let the road
go through t.his reservation. There is a good way dJwn t,be Missouri to Horse Prairie.
You are a great people, and when you want to do a thing you can do it. What makes
you think the railroad can't go down there? This reservation is a small country, and
yet you want five depots upon it. These are the best spots on the reservation. What
is the reason I should be encouraged when you take the best part of my country' My
country was like a flower and I ga,:"e you its best part. 'Vhat I gave I don't look for
back, and I never have asked for it back. The Great Father gave it to us for three
tribes, :Flathead, Upper Pend d'Oreille;., and Kootenais. What are we going to do
when you build the road 1 We have no place to go. That is why it is my wish that yon
should go down the Missoula River. I am not telling you that you are mean, but this
is a small country, and we are hanging on to it like a child on to a piece of candy.
COMl\USSIO~ER. The line selected by the railroad company was selected ten years
ago, because it was the best route, and because down the Missoula River would
not be a good route. The men who selected it then and continued io prefer it are
able men, and know the best route; and they say this is the only route that is good.
The Great Father lJelieves these men, and be sent me to represent him, not them, in
this council. He thinks it is the best route, and the Indians won't be injured, the
amount of land to be taken is so small. The Great Father has respect for the wishes
of the Indians, but be thinks be knows what is best for them, and feeling that way he
wants to know what money they want for the land. The Great Father will take care
that had white men do not sell whiskv to Indians. He thinks he can do that better
with a railroad through your reservation than with one down the Missoula. He wants
it here. He says, ''You have told me I can build roads through your reservation; 7'
but he also says you shall be pa,id, he having pity on you. The Indians should remember they got no pay for the wagon road built through their reservation, bnt he
thinks they should be paid for the land used by the railroad. The amount of land
that will be taken by the government is very small. Only a few pieces of laud owned
and improved by Indians will he tn.ken. There is plenty of good land in this arrd other
valleys and reservations, and all that have to move will be paid ; they will have the
money to pay them for moving, or to do what they please with. I am now talking
about improvements. The laud belongs to all the Indians, but the improvements to
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individuals. All the Indians will be paid by the Great Council at \V"ashington for aU
. the land taken, when an appropriation is made, and this money will be used for the
· benefit of all the Indians; but the money for the fences, houses, and other improvements will be paid to the individual Indians whose improvements are taken. The
Great Father bas this matter much at heart.
ENEAS. Who established the lines of this ieservation ~ It was the Great Father
that got these lines established. Why does be want to break the lines~ If we had
no linfls I would say no word. Lines are just like a fence. He told us so. No white
man is allowed to live and work on the reservation. You know it is so in the treat.y.
That is the reason I say you had better go the other way. Why do you wish us tog()
away~ It is a small country; it. is valuable to us; we support ourselves by it; there
is no end to these lands supporting us; they will do it for generations. If yon say
you will give us money for our lands, I doubt if we get it, because we didn't before.
CoMMISSIONER. Eneas and the rest do not understand what I said yesterday. The
two treaties signed by your chiefs provide for roads of all kinds through your reservation. The Great Father is not asking for leave to build roads through your reservation; that was gi>en twenty-seven years ago. The Great Father is not treated with
great respect when I am told you will not get the money. The matter will be submitted to t.be Great Council, and the Indians will get the money; and whatever has
been clone in the past about these matt.ers, you can rely upori the good faith of those
who now have control of the government. I do not understand why this opposition
~omes, when the Indians gave their faith years ago to the Great Father that this road
might be built. I am sorry to hear what bas been said. I come here as an honest
man to talk to honest men, and I want you to consider well the words of the Great
Father.
(An Indian in the audience says, "Railroads are not mentioned.")
The commissioner read from the treaties of July and October, 1855, about roads, an(l
continued: You can read it in the paper Arlee has. As I have told you, railroads run
through nearly all the reservations in the country. There are a few they do Iiot run
through; but wl"ere they go Indians see less of whites than they did before, because
the whites traveled by railroads. This very railroad runs through the Crow Reservation on the Yellowstone. A railroad runs through the country of the Shoshones in
Idaho, and this same railroad through the Umatilla Reservation. Nonp, of those Indians.
object to it. They are wise Indians; they have received their money. The Crows arid
the Bannocks and the Shoshoneshavereceived theirs. TheGreatFather expends the
money for the benefit of those Indians. The Great Father will be sorry when he bears.
th~~t the Indians do not beli e ve in his good faith.
Shall I go back and say to the
Great Father tha,t these Indians do not believe he is treating them right f He has
but one object, and that is your good; and if I go back without your having named_
a price for the lands, he will say they are not the good Indians and faithful friends I
thought.
MICHELLE. I am going to speak to Indians and no word to white men. I told the .
agent it was useless for us t.o oppose giving the white men this strip of land. We
don't know the plans of the white man; there is no use of us thinking. Just now he
has something to compel. Yon spoke yesterday of the land at the head of Flathea<l
Lake. [agree with yon. That is my wish. You were here yesterday. No word he
mentioned was bad. I think it was all good. When yon get a gentle horse if you
beat him be is bound to get mean; and yon are to blame when you beat a dumb brute"'
He spoke to us gentlemanly; he used no hard words; and we ought to be glad. We
are all Americans. The British line is north, and beyond that are the British Indians.
If the President thinks it best for a railroad to run through this land, I am quite willing. It is true this country bas been reserved for us. When Garfield came here he·
told us this was our country; our agent and another big chief from "\Vashington told
us the same. Our agent is acting friendly with us. I do not think this gentleman
has said a wrong word to us yesterday or to-day. He only wa.nts a little strip of land;
he might take it without asking, but he is going to ask us first, and then leave it to
the chiefs. It is a thing that is bound to go through anyhow; and so you must not
blame your chiefs.
CoMMISSIONER. The whole country is not takPn from yon; just a. little narrow strip
is used for. railroads; · you can use it, except the narrow strip for a track and depot
grounds. I remember last year, the Great Father, General Garfield, sent me to the·
Bannocks and Shoshones on this business. You all knew that great and good man,
and he knew you and loved the Indians. I have beard that he thought much of yon.
What he said to me last year about the Shoshones and Ban.nocks, the Great Father
said of yon this year. Consider well his words and be men. I want to ask Arlee and
Michelle if the wagon road has taken the country from them f , If not, then a railroad ·
will not. It is only a road with rail ties and locomotives to go through.
ARLEE. We don't think anything bad, but we don't want the railroad to go through
the reservation here, because these white men are bad people. At Camas Prairie they
sell whisky; they go there and get whiskey, and our boys bother ns about whisky.
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Thi:s is why we don:t want the railroad to go through our reservatiou, becau:se when
the white men come in to work there will be trouble; that IS all.
COMMISSIONER. About the man who sold liquor, we had him arrested and taken to
jail. The same thing will be done by ~'our agent; when he tind.s white men selling
liquor he will arrest them. While the road is being built white men will have to
come and builrl it; but after it is built there will be no white men to sell liquor. On
the Crow and Shoshone reservations no liquor 'vas sold to Indians while the road was
being built. It won't be as bad as Arlee thinks; I hope not bad at all for the Indians.
No liquor will be sold on the reservation at the dopotR.
ARLEJ<~. It was our old people that were good; we lutd good chiefs; I don't know how
many years it is since the white people came, and we have never had fights between
us and the whites; nor have we ever killed yon at all; and that is why I want toremain in my country quiet and undisturbed. I hear every few days that other tribes
of Indians are fighting with the whites; t.hen you win t.heir country. You did not
win my country from we at all; the big chief made our lines and told us to stay here
all the time, and a few years ago Garfield sent me here to stay. But you don't mind
what he said at all. Garfield said "Take it easy, don't be uneasy." It was nine
years ago that Garfield said. "Don't think we will thrust you from that country; that
land belongs to you." Last winter I was at home lying down, when they told me
men were surveying the place. Some said it did not amount to anything, but I said
it would cut our reservation in two; and now to-day I see you here trying to get our
land from us for the railroad. But I do not want any railroad h<'re, for this is my
conn try.
COMMISSIONER. Thi:s is your country; there is no doubt about that. The Great.
~'ather did not send me to ask for your country; he sent me to say he was going to
build a railroad across your country, and he wan ted to pay you for it. AIl this country is still yours and will remain yours. He wants you to feel good aud remember
his kindness. There is no intent.ion to take the countrv awav from vou. A railroad
is ~ike the wagon road. The wagon road did not take your country ±·rom yon and the
railroad won't. How long has the wagon road been here? Your father.~ were good
men; they knew the treaty allowed a wagon road, and the same treaty will allow a
milroad. The railroarl will help yon more than the wagon road.. It will keep white
people out of your reservation. Yon can ship grain and all other goods by it.. I want
yon to let me go to Washington and tell the Great Father you believe in his word. I
will tell him what faithful children you are, how kind, and full of peace and happiness you are. I will tell him of the great sight I saw yesterday; how well yon treated
me because be sent me. My heart was glad, and I said the Indians will listen to what
the Great Fat.her has to say and obey his words. I will again ask yon if yon can name
what money you want for this right of way. If yotl cannot, I will name a sum for
you. vVhen the railroad is built, the Great Father will probably come out bhnselfto
see his country and you. It is too far from the railroad now.
ADOLPHE. It is true that you only want a small strip of my country; it is true that
there will be no white men in our country. All will be glad if yon onl~r take a small
strip of our country. Look at my hand (uplifted); this is what they do in Washington. I lift my hand; the President does the same thing. It is true that what you
say is in the treaty in regarrl to roads. In the treaty at Hell Gate in 1855 the Indians
said the white men could have railroads through here. Governor Stevens said to
Victor, ''You are the head chiefofthreetri.bes here, andoftbc whites here too"; and
they said we will talk about this land here by and by; and we are having that talk
now. Some time ago I did not know about talking, nor what it was to sign my name;
now I know. If the whites are good I am good. When there i8 blood on my hands,
they are not wet with white people's blood. If what you have told me to-day is true,
I will be glad. In this country you see no blood; otber countries are stained with
blood. The line of my country extends from earth up to heaven.
Co:'IIMISSIONEn. I want to talk again about this road going through your reservation. I want to explain to you that the Great Father sells land near and adjoining
your reservation for $2.50 per acre. The railroad sells its land for $2.50 per acre near
your reservation. It bas land down towards the .Missoula. I wish to be liberal.
The Great Pather told me to propose a fair price, antl I think that $10 per acre is a
fair price for the 1,500 acres. That is four times a8 much as the Great Father gets
for his land. This would make altogether for the la.nd $15,000. The Crows got only
about five thousand, and the Shoshones seven thousand, or nearly eight. In addition, each Indian will be paid for his fences and barns where this railroa<l interferes
with him. The $1!),000 will be for the benefit of the whole tribe.
ARLEE. I object to depots.
COMMISSION 1m. Arlee never having seen railroads, don't know the amonut of land
required. Here is a glass with a few drops of water in it (illustrating), The whole
tumbler represents the reservation, the water the amount of land wanted for the railrailroad. The railroad wanted six stations; the Great ];'ather said ti ve would. be
enough. They wanterl these for water for the engines. The railroad wanted a strip
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400 feet wide; the Great Father said, ''No, 200"; the railroad wanted larger and
more stations; the Great Father said, ''No, .five stations, and these must be small
ones." The Great Father was thinking of the wishes and the interest of the Indians.
ARLEE. I won't say more now about stations. The railroad down below is not done.
The Indian don't know, but the Great Father knows and the engineers know how
much is required. The railroad don't want the Indian lands, nor does the Great
Father, but he cares for your interests.
(After a delay.)
COMMISSIONER. Have you anything to say f
ARLEE. I want to know about the depots; what are they f
C0:\1MJRSIONER. Every railroad in this country has stations once in 10 miles for
water, at the side of the track. If the railroad at Spokane has not stations every 10
miles it is because it is not yet :finished. I have here the law of the great council,
and it says the right of way through the lauds of the United States is given for 100
feet each ISide, and stations for depots, &c., every 10 miles of its road. Let any young
Indian read it if you want to hear it.
ARLI<~E. It is so.
COMMISSIONER. 'l'hese st.ations are to accommodate von. 'Ve are not trifling with
you. Arlee ought to be satisfied.
'
ARLEI<~. l want $1,000,000 for H.
Co~n11 SIONJm. 'l'he whole reservation would not be worth that.
ARLEE. I thought yon 'vere here to helv us.
COM:\IISSIONER. I am. I represent the Great Father, as well as the Indians. I
o11'er for the land four times what the government sells its land near here for-$2.5
per acre. A11d $10 would he eight times what the government usually sells its land
for. Michelle, Eneas, and Arlee, are you ready to come to au agreement with the
government.
ENEAS. 'l'here is one thing I don't unden>tand. How big are these station f
COMMISSIONER. Eight hundred yards long and ninety yards wide, for small ones;
and all others about four times as large, right along the road (shows a sketch and also ·
a. map). I hope Eneas' mind is Lappy and that he understands.
ENEAS. I nuderstaml it now.
COMMISSIONER. I will read to Michelle the agreement drawn by direction of the
Great Father.
MICHELLE. When I heard you the first time I was glad; but now when I hear what
yon o.tfer, I do not feel ~o well, because now you say that all the reservation is not
worth $1,000,000, No~ do not agree with yon.
COMMIRSIONER. I am sorry if Michelle misunderstands me. I do not mean that the
land is not worth $1,000,000 to the Indians, but that the same kind of land would
bring no more among the whites. I only referred to that, as they all refused four
times what was the selling price of such land among the whites.
MICHELI-E. ·when a railroad runs through the railroad company will get the money
back in one day. They will run through my ranch and take my timber to build it
with. I would not take $15,000. I do not mean we will make trouble; I only say we
will not. take $15,000. If yon want to go through, go; but we won't take $15,000. I
don't speak now, any more, because you offer only $15,000.
COMMISSIONER. Michelle should understand that what I offer is four times as much
as the government sells the same kind of land for to white men. Don't let him say
that $1,000,000 is a fair price; I say I ofl'er what is reasonable. I do not representth
railroad, nor have I anything to do with the railroad; I represent the Great ·F ather.
ARLEI<~. We have said.
COMMISSIONER. We will not talk any more about the million dollars; the Great
:Father will not allow us to talk of that.
ARLEE. All right.; then go by the Missoula. If the railroad don't want to give the
money, let it go by Frenchtown.
COMMISSIONER. The Great Father says the railroad is to go here. The railroad,
according to the agreement, does not pay the money to the Indians, the United States
pays it.
ARLEE. \Vby do you want to vass here f You have to make a big bend to come
bert'; why not go by the Missoula. f The treaty only talked about a trail, not about
a railroad.
CoMMISSIONER. \Vh,r, Governor Stevens was here to sun·ey this country for a line
of railroad. There is uo attempt to take the country from you. You know that w<>
are not proposing to take the country from you at all, and yet you speak as if ·we
were.
·
ARLEE. Governor Stevens said in twenty years another treaty would end this.
COMMISSIONER. Arlee is mistaken. Of course this treaty is in force. Governor
l:ltevens ma.y have said that he or others would come back in twenty years, but not
that the treaty woul<l expire in that time. Do you want me to return to the Great
Father and tell him that the good Indians, whoru be alway thought his friends, re-
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fused to sell a little land for teu dollars per acre, when not eveu the Lad Inc1in,ns of
the country have asked that for their lands '?
MICHJ<~LLE. How would it, be if you hacl a good horse and I offered you a price that
you did not think was right; if I took the horse wouldn't you complain? When we
made the treaty we did not say railroads could pass through our country, only comJnon roads.
COMMISSIONER. They said roads of every descriptiou. Suppose I were to give
Michelle a loaf of bread every day, and then were to ask him to return me a very
small slice, would he not be a very bad Indian if he di<lnot give me the slice when I
needed it~ Especially if I had ,paid him the money for it '? So the Great Father
says, "You can have this country, but I want a small slice or strip for a road," and
afterwards offers to pay for it.
MICHELLE. If you wanted a smaU piece of bread, I would say, "Here is a piece."
If you say it is too small, I would say, "Take what you want."
COMMISSIONEH. Michelle does not understand; he never saw a million dollars; he
don't know what it is. It is 11early seventy times $15,000. The Great Father could
_not afford to yay $10 an acre for the Indian lands in the Uui ted States. He coul<l not
afford to pay the price now offered you, and would not have offered this if these
Indians had not always been friends and good. We are not trying to make a hard
bargain; we want to be liberal to the Indians. That is all. Do yon want me to go
home and tell the Great Father, or do you want me to stay till to-morrow "?
MICHELLE. Do as you wish.
·
COMMISSIONER. What do you wish 7
MICHELLE. I do not understand. Yon know it is not done; the agreement is uot
made.
CoMMISSIONER. Then I will stay. Ask them to meet me earlier to-morrow.
SEPTEMBER 2-1.30 p.m.
Commissioner McCAMMON. My friends, I am glad to see yon; I hope you did not
think I had unkind thoughts yesterday. I had none but kind thoughts in my mind.
I desire to hear from you or to answer any questions you wish to ask. I talked long
yesterday, but I wanted to make everything as plain as possible. I did not want
any one to misunderstand what I said. I am sincerely your friend. I have had much
to do with Indians, and I believe they all consider me their friend. The Great Father
wishes to make a present to good Indians, and although the Indians had agreed, in
the treaties of 1855, to let roads be built through this reservation without pay, he
thought none the less they shouhl be paid. The Great Fathe had the right to build
the road withont pay, but he thinks you should be paid; he thought you ought to
receive some money from him oo a present. I would like to hea.r from auy of the
chiefs what is in your minds this morning.
A~LEE. I don't wish to change our calculations.
\Vhen we heard that you were
coming we made up our minds what to say to you. Yes, we are all good Indians, and
we have a nice country, and I don't wish the Great !<~ather should bother us by a big
railroad through the reservation. ..When we heard of your coming we made up onr
minds what to say to you, and I said it to you yesterday. You seem to like your
money, and we like our country; jt is like our parents. I have the same feeling I
had yesterday, and I am not the only one. I told you about the money, what we ask;
and you said it was an exorbitant price. We do not wish to change our ideas; we
told yon yesterday abotit our wislJes.
COMMISSIONEH. In the treaty of 1855, made by Governor StevetJs, the Inoian tribes
now represented here sold to the Great Father the country which was then claimed
by them. That country was great; it extended from the .l:Sritish line to Big Hole
River, and was very broad east and west. The Inilians were then satisfied with the
treaty, and have never been dissatisfied since. The money paid to your tribes was
the sun. of $120,000. That was only about one-ninth of what you now claim for a
little strip of country through your reservation. You ask about nine times more for
this little strip than what you received for all that vast amourit of land. So you see
you are mistaken as to the value of this little strip of country. I want you to think
of this; that the $15,000 I offered yesterday is very much more per acre than the money
you received under the treaty of 1855. As I have been fair and reasonable, I have a
right to ask that you should be, and that you should trust me. I am afraid some bad
white men have been misleading you about the price. No man is your friend who
tells yon that you should receive $1,000,000 from the government.
ARLEE. We are not any way dissatisfied or hostile towards yon or the government.
We only want a fair bargain; fair play on both sides. My forefathers, our chiefs,
the head chiefs of the tribe, were like men with veils over their heads; tltey could not
see at all; they were like blind men; and when Governor Stevens arrived aufl he
began talking about this part of the conntry, thf\y bad no idea of their country; they
were stupid. They signed the treaty. This reservation was offered by the man who
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made the treaty, and we are holding on to it. Our forefathers are all dead, and \Ve
~Lre the chiefs nowadays, and are hanging on 1t.
C071fl\IISSlONER. Yon are quite right in holding on to your reservation. As your
friend, I say bold on to it; it is your lmHl. I would lJe willing to give you the land
y ou want np north; but the little line that the railroa(l wants won't interfere with
~your land; it will give the Great Father a better chance to protect you.
There are
many white men in the East who look after ·y our interest more than yon do yours elves; they would not allo\Y a wrong to be done to ~yon; they would, I know, approve of what I have told yon. If I have not told you what the little strip is worth,
I would not dare to go back among those people. Yon can ask any of your friends
here and they will tell yon that those white people know more about your wants than
y ou do yourselves. Their hearts are always good towards you. These friends will
watch me, and if I have not a good heart towards you they would lJlame me; but I
know you think I have a good l10art for you.
ARLEE. Now won't you try to raise it a little moref
COM:\USSIO~ER. I will consiuer for a moment. (After a pause.) I will tell the Great
:Father I gave you $16,000. I will tell him that you are good Indians, as he knows,
a-nd I thought you were entitled to $16,000.
ADOLPHE. How many years will this $16,000 last~ (They consult.)
ARLEE. \\rc want the money. The reason we did not get the money before was beeanse we took it in annuities. \Ve prefer the cash.
CO:\fl\liSSIONER. The Groat Fatlwr knows more abont you than they did years ago;
a.nd whatever wrong was done you then, will not be repeated now. This very railroad
will bring the Great Father nearer to you. The money will be expended for the ben€tit of the Indians in the manner the Great Father thinks best.· If he thinks, after
headng from yon, that it is better to Jet you have the money, he will payt.h e money.
You must dPpeud npon his judgment as to how the money will be paid. 'rhe Great
Father will never forget you. He gives you money from 3·ear to year; he has many
whites and many Indians to look after, and he gives you what he can. Something
bas lJet>n said about yonr timber; no timber will be cut from your lands, except on
the right of way through. Your forests will remain, except as they cut trees out in
building a road. They may have to cut so the trees won't fall on the road; that is
all the trees that will be cut.
AI~LltE. Yes, that is so. The timber is my property, and we demand some money
for my property: There is timber cut on the reservation. I am sure you don't know;
it is oft' the roacl entirely; it is on the Cleek near Pig Pen. I went up there and saw it.
COMMISSIO 'ER. The white men had no right to cut it, and they will be very careful
not to repeat it.
ARLEE. Yes, this council don't arnount to much, because cunning white men cut
it on the ~ly.
CO:\fMISSIONim. But the railroad cannot afford to allow white men to cut timber
on your land.
ARLEE. I am sure I saw it with my own eyes.
COM:\HSSIO""ER. It muy have been a mistake. The railroad people have been very
~areful in not coming on the reservation.
ARLEE. It is tie timber.
COMMISSIONER. Arlee shoulu remember that there may have been a mistake as to
the line, and if within the reservation line they d~d not cut the timber intentionally.
We will have that line surveyed, and see if timber has been cut inside of the reservation.
ARLEE. It came to my mind and I wanted it explained.
.
CoMMISSIONER. I introduced the matter of t imber to you because I do not wish any
misunderstanding about it.
ARLF~l~. Yes, that is right.
COMMISSIONER. Arlee and the rest are wise to protect their people.
ARLEE. I am glad for one thing to-day. I am happy about that strip of country
11orth. Do you think we will get it back~
COM:\USSIONER. I hope so.
ARLEE. I am your friend. I hold your hand a long time.
MICHELLE. Now, my friend, I am glad a bout this strip of country north. We want
that strip of country. I don't wish to bt> bothf:'recl by men on the 9ther siue. I want
a road clear to the line where the other Kootenais are. If we get it we want to ~et
the few settlers away who are there. \Ve have lost many cattle in the reservation by
men going up and down and driving them a,way; and these Indians are glarl wheu
when you said you would increase the land. The railroad line goes right through my
land ; I am not uneas.v about it; I am glad I am going to get money for it.
C0711l\IISSIONER. I will report to the Great Father what yon say about the strip of
~onntry north.
MICHELLE. It won't take lon.(r, and yon have got a telegraph.
Cm-IMISSIONER. The Great Fnther is not now in \Vash ugton, and it will take-longer
than yon think. I shall have to go back and explain to him by word of mouth, the
·ame as I do to you here.
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MICHELLE. I had :five hea1l of horses on the road lately, aud tlw w hi tefi stole them.
I am afoot now. I am very happy to-da.y. At first ,you said you would increase our
land, but now you say you will report to the Great Father. I don't quite understand.
COMMISSIONEH. I said I was willing, but it is the Great Father's land, and if be
thinks best he will give it to you. As to the strip north, the Great Father did not
know what was in your minds, but when he doe::J he will do what is best for you.
MICHELLE. The way we understood it in 1855 was that the land north belonged to
ns, but the man who ran the line got lazy and did not go north far enough.
CoMMISSIONER. I now ask interpreter to read the agreement to the Indians.
MICHELLE. I don't consider this a bona fide bargain ; it is borrowing this strip of
land.
COMMISSIONER. Jt is the use of it.
MICHELLE. I don't want you, after you get away, to let the white people suppose
you have bought the reservatiou, and let the white people squat on it. That is the
way I think. It is like the railroad borrowing the strip of land.
CoMMISSIONER. It is just buying the use of the strip of land.
MICHELLE. When I buy a horse I pay for it. Yon told us the country was ours.
I considered the matter, and let you have it for public travel on the road. You have
told me there won't be any white men on the reservation; that is the way I consider
the matter.
COMMISSIONER. Michelle is quite right; he understands it. The railroad will only
nse the little strip, just like the wagon road. Michelle and the rest understand it perfectly. I suppose this by their approving what Michelle says.
MICHELLE. If you fulfill your promise I will be enjoying the reservation. Now, I
understand you to say that when we go visiting we can jump on the railroad wagons
and ride without paying expenses. I don't wish to pay a cent when I Yisit your country. Tell that to the Great Father.
CoMMISSIONER. Michelle is right; the Indians always ride without paying whenever they want to visit their friends or the white people; but the white people will
not be a,llowed to go on the reservation. I will come ever~r year or two, as often as I
can, to see him, so he will see that my promises have been kept.
MICHELLE. I ·wish that you would come once in a while, so that I can complain of
not being treated right by the white llleu. You say you are our friend and will come.
I will be glad to see you. I want you to know my heart. I d~spise liC]uor, cards, a
liar, and a thief. I don't want to see such people here. Tell that to the Great Father.
A lot of Indians of this tribe nre below; if they want to come here they can do so;
and if other tribes want to stop here we will let them stop if they behave.
CO:\IMISSIONER. I promise for the Great Father and myself to help put gambler~
and liquor sellers o:ff the resen'atiorr, and all other bad men; and also to let such Indians as you want come on here and live. Yon rnnst let the Great Father know wheu
you want these Indians to come here.
MICHELLE. And I trust that the commandi11g officer over at the camp at Cold Springs
will tix the bad white men and Initians. I aw taken care of by white men, and m~~
own Indian agent tells me Major .Jonl.au will get. after the bad whites and Indians.
Of course if any of my Indians should spill blood, you can do with them as you
please; I have nothing to say about it. Also I have nothing to say if you put in jai1
my drunken Iudians. You need not ask my permission. Do the best you can to keep
peace and the white men from our country. Try and keep the white men from selling
whisky to my Indians. "\Ve are uneas,- about whisky matters, for fear of getting into
hostilities and losing onr lands. I am glad to hear that the man on Camas Prairie is.
arrested, and I hope yon will punish him severely. You saw how it was the day you
came here.
CoMMISSIONER. Major Jordan, your agent, and the United StatP.s marshal will see
that men who sell liq nor to Indians are punished. 'fhey hate whisky; that is, they
hate to have it sold to Indians, and they will clo all in their power to prevent your
young men from getting into trouble. You see what ~·our agent did the other day in
having that man on Camas Prairie put in prison. It is bad for Indians to drink
whisky, but worse to sell it to them.
MICHELLE. My agent told me when that big gang of men came here from below,
"I will be the man to watch and keep them from selling whisky to the Indians." I
wish white men to come no nearer t.han Horse Prairie with liquor. My agent says we
will be bothered while the road is being built, and I 1mderstand what he tells me. I
wish yon woulcl do the best you can to keep bad men from doing damage. I suppose
we will be bot.hered while the new roart is being built, and I want Major Jordan to be
ready any day to take my part. I will let tho agent know first, and he will say to
Major Jordan-and this big chief is listening.
CoMMISSIONER. Michelle understands it perfectl.v, and the rest.
ARLEE. I don:t want white"'lllen to bring stock here any mor~. There will be lots
of people here when the ra.ihoad is finished. The officers can clear oft' white men.
COMMISSIONER. 'Vhile the roa.d is being built some 8tock will be used by the white
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men. ·w hen an agent wants the commanding officer at Fort Missoula, he sends for
him. I want yon to understand that while the road is being built much stock•will be
·
here. If your agent wants troops he will send for them to protect you.
AFTERNOON SESSION, 3

P.

M.

COMMISSIONER. My friends, I am about through with our talk. From my heart I
say you have done well. When you see me anot.her year I hope yon will say you have
done well. You will not. regret one thing that has been done. You have done the
best that oould be done for yourselves and for the white man. I will go down the
river and put a value on the individual improvements on the ranches used by the
railroads. I want you to ask Arlee, Adolphe, Eneas, Big Sam, Pattie, and all the rest,
to come and sign this pa.per to-day, or go to the :tgency, so that all of their names will
be on this paper. Then this will be the last time I will see my good friends of these
tribes. To-morrow I will leave, and will go and see the Great Pather, and will tell
him all your wishes, particularly about your wanting that strip of land to the north.
The Great Father wants to do the best for all his people, and he will listen to me and
do what he thinks best about that and all other things. I am through.
_
MICHELLE. You told us you were going to have a fair understanding. Yon told us
that you would be glad to have the amount of the laud increased. 1 was gla<l when
you mentioned that; I jumped up from my chair and shook hands with yon, and then .
you said it was not in your po\ver, but you would mention it to the Great Father. It
was that that made me let go of the million dollars. I don't quite understand why you
say now you have no authorityto treat for that strip, but will mention it tothe Great
Father. I would like to have a copy of the treaty, and have men who can read explain it to me.
COMMISSIONER. Michelle is right; the land is not to be sold to the railroad company. He shall have a copy of the agreement. Michelle is mistaken if he thought
I told him I had authority to treat now for the strip of land at the head of the lake.
I said all along, yesterday and to-day, that I could only report to the Great Father
what they wished, and he will likely send some one out here to see them about this
land. I don't want to have Michelle make a mistake.
ARLEE. I don't consider we are mistaken; that is the reason we jumped up and
shook bauds.
COMMISSIONER. I explained it to Arlee, as I bad done before. Yon must trust the
Great Father, and trust that I will tell him. Now, I would like to go with the agent
and see the farms. I would like to have you ask the agent whether I said I would
treat about that north land to -day. I didn't understand Michelle's remark to be
that he would sign this agreement on account of that strip of land. I said I would
give you $16,000. I said we would stop talking ahont the north land.
ARLEE. You were talking about that to Michelle. That money is a small sum.
Donald says so. So far as I am concerned I agree with yon. Yon said that personally
you would be glad to have them have the land.
COMMISSIONER. I told them from the first I had no authority to treat regarding
that north land. I illustrated it to him yesterday when I spoke about his sending a
man for fish.
· MICHELLE. If we could get the strip of country north, we would not a,s k anything
for the right of way.
,
COMMISSIONER. I repeat what I before said, that I have no right to give the strip
of land north; but I said I would tell the Great Father. Suppose Michelle, Arlee,
and Eneas wanted to sell the reservation, and came to me for that purpose, you would
say, "They have not consulted our people and have no right to sell our reservation."
Unle.is they consult their people they could not bind them. That is what I said. I
could not bind the Great Father until I told him about it. Your chiefs can do nothing
without consulting their people. I can do nothing except by the orders of the Great
Father. He has given me no orders about this strip.
ARLEE. I knew yon would not give that million of dollars. My people don't want
the railroad through here, and that's why I asked a million dollars.
COMMISSIONER. All I said is written down, and you can have a copy of what I said.
I have told you the Great Father said the road was to be built, not for the benefit of
the white man only, but also for the Indian.
ARLEE. I don't know bow the road would benefit the Indians.
CoMMISSIONER. That is because Arlee never saw a railroad. The Indians will be
nearer the Great Father, and he will be better able to protect you. I told you also
that if you followed the Great Father's wishes in this matter, he would do what was
best for yon and might give it to you.
ARLEE. Yes, the only benefit l see is if you give us that strip of land north, when
I die it will benefit my children. The papers you have do not say that we have sold
the country.
MICHELLJ<:. A great many have clear ideas; others are stupid, and cannot understand it ; so we want a copy.
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Co:\Il\llSSIO:NEH. The white men think I haYe lJcen very kind to the Indians, and
have tried to explain everything as plainly us possible. The agent and commanding
officer will say so. Agent Ronan and I will have to lea.ve now. I want the men to
sign the agreement.
MICHELLE. I a.m not bothering my head about the railroad going through my
field. I know that is right. If we can get lJa.ck tha.t country north we don't care
about the railroad going through; it may go through free. Don't have bard feelings
toward us for saying this. We are all one. My skin is clark. We are one nation.
The international line is far north, but we are under one flag. You treat me as one
of your people, and I want to do the same. The agent told me himself that he had
instructions to see that the Indians get their rights.
COMMISSIONER. I will promise to use my influence to get that strip of land for you,
and I want yon in return to get signatures for this agreement. I feel kind to all the
chiefs and to the rest of you. We all belong to one nation. We were all born in the
United States.
MICHELLE- Thil:l reservation is only large enough for three depots.
Co::\IMISSIONER. The depots will lJe as small as possible. You will see what the
railroad does. If you :find reason to complain, your objections must be made to the
Great Father. Everything po!:!sible will be done to make the Indians contented and
happy. There will be only five stations, and if the Indians are good and sober, the
raib:oad will probably employ them.
MICHELLE. Thai is all I have to say.
ADOLPHE. I am one of the Platheads. I am going to speak to yon. This and Bitter Root is my country. You told us once we should respect the Great Father, and I
think you should respect what I have said; for this reason I have great faith in the
Great Pather and you, and therefore talk of this strip of land. I guess we will b e
happy on this reservation. Look at the blood the white man has spilled. Where is
the blood we have spilled~ Just for this I respect and honor the Great Father and
you, for I know he is a good~bearted man. Our God is a good kind God. Our chiefs
have been dhected from above to treat your people well.
The council then adjourned.
No.3 b.
\Vhereas, by section one of an act of Congress, approved July second, eighteen
hundred and sixty-four, entitled "An act granting lands to aid in the construction of
a railroad and telegraph line fi'om Lake Superior to Puget Sound on the Pacific coast,
by the northern route" (thirteenth Statutes at Large, page three hundred and sixtyfive), the Northern Pacific Railroad Company was authorized and empowered to lay
out, locate, construct, furnish, maintain, and enjoy a continuous railroad and telegraph line, with t.he appurtenances, namely: Beginning at a point on Lake Superior,
in the State of Minnesota or Wisconsin, thence westerly by the most eligible railroad
route, as shall be determined by said company, within the territory of the United
States, on a line north of the fort.y-fiftb degree of latitude to some point on Puget
Sound; and
Whereas, by section two of said act, Congress granted to said company the right
of way for the construction of said railroad and telegraph line to the extent of two
hundred feet in width on each side of said railroad where it may pass through the
}mblic domain, including all necessary ground for station buildings, workshops,
depots, machine-shops, switches, side-tracks turn-tables, and water-stations; and
Whereas, by said section two, Congress provided that the United States should extinguish as rapidly as may be consistent with pu.blic policy and the welfare of the
Indians, the Indian titles to all lands falling under the operation of this act and acqni;red in the donation to the road named in the act; and
Whereas, by treaty between the United St.ates and the confederated tribes of the
Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians concluded at Hell Gate in the
Bitter Root Valley, July sixteenth, eighteen hundred and :fifty-five, and duly ratified
and proclaimed (twelfth Statutes at Large, page nine hundred and seventy-five), a
district of country therein described, situate in the then Territory of Washington,
but now included within the boundaries of the Territory of Montana, was set apart
for the nse and occupation of saiu confederated tribes, and as a general Indian reservation upon which may be placed other friendly tribes and bands of Indians of the
Territory of Washington, who may agrc:e to be consolidated with the tribes parties to
said treaty, under th e common designation of the Flathead Nation; and
Whereas by article three of said treaty it is provided that "if necessary for the
public convenience roads may be run through the said reservation, and on the other
band the right of way with free access from the same to the nearest public highway,
is secured to them, as also the right in common with citizens of the United States to
travel upon all public highways"; and
Whereas by treaty between the United States aud said Flathead Nation of Indians
and others, concluded at the council ground on the Upper Missouri, ncar the mouth
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of the Judith River, in the Territory of Nebraska, October seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, duly ratified and confirmed (eleventh Statutes at Large, page six
hundred and fifty-seven), it is provided (in the eighth article thereof), that "for the
purpose of establishing traveling thoroughfares through their country, and the better
to enable the President to execute the provisions of this treaty, the aforesaid nations
and tribes do hereby consent and agree that the ·United States may, within the countries respectively occupied and claimed by them, construct roads of every description,
establish lines of telegraph, and military posts; use materials of every description
fonnd in the Indian country, build houses for agencies, missions, schools, farms, shops,
mills, stations, aml for any other purpose for which they may be required, and permanently occupy as much land as may be necessary for the various purposes above
enumerated, inclnding the use of wood for fuel, and land for grazing, and that the
navigation of all lakes and streams shall be forever free to citizens of the United
States:'; anJ
Whereas the said company did on the fifth day of July, eighteen hundred and eightytwo, file in the Department of tbe Interior a map showing the definite location of its
line of railroad from the southern boundary of the reserve for the Flathead Indians,
thence northwesterly across the southwestern part of said reserve to the western
boundary thereof, all lying and bein~ within the Territory of Montana, as definitely
fixed and determined in compliance with said act of Congress, and as approved by the
board of directors of saifl company by resolution passed May ninth, eighteen hundred
and eighty-two; and
·w hereas the said company dP.sires to construct its line of railroad upon such uesignated route and claims the right by virtue of said act so to do,
Now, therefore, in order to fultill the obligations of the' government in the premises,
This agreement, made this 2nd clay of September, in the year of our Lord eighteen
hundred and eighty-two, between the confederated tribes of the Flathead, KootenaJand Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians, resident on the Jocko (or Flathead) Reservation
in the Territory of Montana, represented by their chiefs, headmen, and heads of a majority of families, and being a majority of all the adult male Indians occupying or
interested i.q the lands hereinafter described, the said Indians acting under the supervision and. with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior of the United States, of
the one part., and the United States of .America, represented by Joseph Kay McCammon, .Assistant .Attorney-General of the United States, duly appointed in this behalf
by the Secretary of the Interior, of the other part, witnesseth:
That for the consideration hereinafter mentioned, the said confederated tribes of
Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians, do hereby snrrender and relinquish to the United States all the right, title, and interest which they now ha,ve
under and by virtue of the aforesaid treaty of July sixteenth, eighteen hundred and
fifty-five, in and to all that part of the Jocko (or Flathead) Reservation, situate in the
Territory of Montana, and described as follows, namely:
.A strip of land not exceeding two hundred feet in width, that is to say, one hundred
feet on each side of the line laid down on the map of definite location hereinbefore mentioned wherever said line runs through said reservation, entering the same at or
near the summit of Coriagan Defile, passing by the Valley of Finlay Creek to the
Jocko, along the Jocko to the Pend d'Oreille River, and clown the valley of the Pend
d'Oreille, passing ont of the reservation at or near the month of the Missoula River,
said strip of land being intended to be used by the said Northern Pacific Railroad
Company, its successors or assigns, as a right of way and road-bed, and containing
1,300 acres. .An official copy of said map of definite location was, on the day of the
date hereof, produced and shown to said Indians in council assembled, was fully explained to them, and is herewith attached marked with the letter A, and made a part
of this agreement.
·
.Also the several pieces or parcels of land situate along and adjoining the said strip
of land hereinbefore described as the same are delineated on the five several plats or
maps thereof also now produced and shown to said Indians and hereto attached ancl
ma.rked respectively with the letters B, C, D, E, F, and containing respectively the
following areas, that is to say: Tract B, seventy acres; tract C, fifteen acres; tract
D, fifteen acres; tract E, fifteen acres; tract F, fifteen acres; aggregating (exclusive
of the strip of land hereinbefore mentioned) one hundred and thirty acres, the same
being intended to be used by the said Northern Pacific Railroad Company for the purposes of station-houses, depots, sidings, &c.
In consideration of such surrender and relinquishment of lands as aforesaid, amounting in the aggregate to fourteen hundred and thirty acres, the United States stipulates and agrees to pay to the said confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and
Upper Pend d'Oreille In<lians, the sum of sixteen thousand ($16,000) dollars, being at
the rate of eleven 1 V0 dollars per acre, to be deposited in the Treasury of the United
States to the credit of the said confederated tribes upon ratification of this agreement
by Congress, and necessary appropriations made therefor, the sum aforesaid to' be expended for tlie uenefit of said Inllians in sncQ. manner as the Secretary of the Interior
may direct.
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And for the considerations aforesaid, the United States further stipulates and agrees,
upon ratification of this agreement by Congress, and necessary appropriation therefor,
to pay to the individual Indians, members of said confederated tribes, whose names appear on "the schedule hereto annexed, marked with the letter K, the several sums set
opposite their respective names and amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seven
thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars: as .full compensation for any damages
.to improvements, or fenced or cultivated :fields, which they may sustain by reason of
the surrender and relinquishment of said lands or any part thereof as aforesaid, such
compensation to be expended for the benefit of such individual Indians, or paid to
them in cash, in the proportions to which they may be severally entitled thereto, appearing by said schedule, as the Secretary of the Interior may direct.
All provisions of existing treaties with the confedcratef1 tribes of Flathead, Koote
nay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians not affected by this agreement, to remain in
full force and effect, and this agreement to be subject to ratification by Congress.
Executed at the Flathead Agency, in the Territory of Montana, this 2nd day of September, anno Domini eighteun hundred and eighty-two.
JOSEPH KAY McCAMMON,
Assistant Attorney- General.
The foregoing articles of agreement having been fully explained to us in open council, we the undersig;ned chiefs and headmen, and heads of a majority of families, being a majority of all the adult male Indians of the confed~rated tribes of Flathead,
Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians, respectively occupying or interested in
the lands of the Jocko (or Flathead) Reservation, in the Territory of Montana, do
hereby consent and agree to all the provisions and stipulations therein contained.
Wit,ness our hands at the Flathead Agency. Mont., the day and year last aforesaid:
1. Michelle, his x mark.
45. Eneas Francois, his x mark.
2. Arlee, his x mark.
46. Peter Finlay, his x mark.
3. Eneas, his x mark.
47. David Finlay, his x mark.
4. Pattee (Shtas), his x mark.
48. August Finlay, his x mark.
5. Big Sam, his x mark.
49. Bonaparte, his x mark.
6. Dandy Jim, his x mark.
GO. D. McDonald, his x mark.
7. Red Mountain Stchaw, his x mark.
51. Nicholas Finlay, his x mark.
8. Jim Finlay, his x mark.
52. Basile Little, his x mark.
9. Alexander Matte, his x mark.
53. Vital Rivais, his x mark.
10. Michelle Hivais, his x inark.
54. Louis Penetze, his x mark.
11. Upee-moxim, his x mark.
55. Chettlee, his x mark.
12. Umapine, his x mark.
56. Use-tah, his x mark.
13. Leo. Settee, his x mark.
57. Do-peh, his x mark.
14. Joseph Qui-qui-oo, his x mark.
5f.l, Baptiste Matte, his x mark.
15. Francois Eneas, his x mark.
59. Frank Cammille, his x mark.
16. Thomas McDonald, his x mark.
60. Eneas Paul, his x mark.
17. Antoine Til-til-cant-coot, his x mark. 61. Inty-lanny, his x mark.
18. Octave Rivais, his x mark.
62. Consagne Matte, his x mark.
19. Matthias Kootanie, his x mark.
63. Isaac Sal-hal, his x mark.
20, Baptiste Eneas, his x mark.
64. Pierre Paul, his x :p1ark.
21. Alex. Poirrier, his x mark.
65. Deaf Louis Sa:s:sa, his x mark.
22. Louis Vallee, his x mark.
66. Michelle, Tchi-moi-a-kaw, his x mark.
23. See-peh, his x mark.
67. Michelle Wheh-pult, his x mark.
24. F. Nicholas, his x mark.
68. Malta Chis-sis-soo, his x mark.
25. !adore Laderoote, his x mark.
69. Isaac Slmlsch, his x mark.
26. Alex. Morrezieu, his x mark.
. 70. Basile Arlee, his x mark.
27. Modeste, his x mark.
71. Francois In-che-eh, his x mark.
~8. Adol Smeh-o-lah, his x mark.
72. Quanneb, his x mark.
29. Basile Finlay, his x mark.
73. An-tel-leh, his x mark.
30. Illy-mehum, his x mark.
74. Johnny In-chi-as-ka.
31. Abram Friday Kis-na, his x mark.
75. Red Horn, his x mark.
32. Asel-skomy, his x mark.
76. Louis Qui-qui-oo, his x mark.
33. Lassa Seelim-lah, his xrnark.
77. Joseph Les Smauk-klat-sut-kanch,
34. Joseph Schute-skeh, his x: mark.
his x mark.
35. Tomah, his x mark.
78. Pattee Sough-can-soot, his x mark.
36. Louis Canoe, his x mark.
79. Tawa Aslin, his x mark.
37. Isaac Ag;at, his x mark.
80. Isaac Conpee-yout, his x mark.
:38. Malta Charloain, his 4 mark.
81. Pierre Paul Conpee-yout, his x mark.
3H. Antoine Spattle, his x mark.
82. Peter Sta-qua, his x mark.
40. Samuel vVhistch Sin-che-leh, his X 8:1. Piel Tchit-housee, his X mark.
mark.
84. Alex. Bonaparte, his x mark.
41. Pee-arlee, his x mark.
85. Joseph Plante, his x mark.
42. Francois Stumle-caw, his x mark.
86. Charles Plante, his x mark.
43. John Red Skunk, his x mark.
87. Little Francois, his x mark.
44. Michael Skoo-teel-pab, his x mark~ 88. Baptiste Finlay, his x mal"lc
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90.
91.
9"2.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
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Is-toe-qnis, his x mark.
155. James Michelle, his x mark.
Skie-meh (Eagle), his x mark.
156. Abram Finlay, hisx mark.
Use-tab Pake-stan, his x mark.
157. Jeremiah Abram, his x mark.
To-peh Pake-stan, his x mark.
158. Pascal Tooch-too, his x mark.
Timseh, his x mark.
159. Joseph Aslin, his x mark.
Robert Irvine, his x mark.
160. John Little, his x mark.
M. Igna,ce, his x mark.
161. PascalKnn-ak-at-look-tly, his x mark.
Louis Charloaine, his x mark.
162. George Knl-kumile, his x mark.
Tama Skultemooska, his x mark.
163. Angus Okanagan, his x mark.
Charloaine, his x mark. ·
164. Archie McDonald, his x mark.
Joseph Sardape, his x mark.
165. Lorette Pablo, his x mark.
Joseph Soap-se-lla, hisx mark.
166. Squatkis-annin, hisx mark.
Co-quistKnn-ah-een-whan,his xmark.167. Laurens, his x mark.
Pattee Koos- tum-ane, his x mark.
168. J om at, his :x mark.
Eneas Pe-ell, his x mark.
169. Joseph Morrezeu, his x mark.
Sy-bas-ta-way (jr.), his:x: mark.
170. Francis-Langto, his x mark.
Peetah Che-es-ty, his :x: mark.
171. Alick De-moo, his x mark.
Sy-bas-ta-wa~· ( sr. ), or Unco-loco, his 172. Michelle Col vile, his x mark.
x•mark.
173. Alldrc Spo01i., his x mark.
107. Louis La Rose, hisx mark.
174. Joseph Loyola. his x mark.
108. Jo~-;eph Chusil-soo-soo, his x mark.
175. Lomain Joseph, his x mark.
109. Whe-whe-yool, his x mark.
176. Pe-ell Qninny-mah, hisx mark.
110. Peter Irvine..
177. Saccap-E-wanch, his x mark.
111. Joseph Tonse, his x mark.
178. Sta-lassinah, his x mark.
112. Joseph Sumach-h<'y, his x mark.
179. Pee-ell In-a-me-op,hisx mark.
113. Xavier La Rose, his x mark.
180. Cammell, his x mark.
114. Joe. Pattee, his x mark.
1tll. Isaac Que-peh, his x mark.
115. Pierrish Pol-lot-kau, his x mark.
182. Isaac Olo-lims-spoo, his x mark.
116. Alexander Serpent, his x mark.
183. Joseph Sin-chi-lep, his x mark.
117. Francois Stemoo, his x mark.
184. Samuel Wbistem:snm-hei, his x mark.
118. Illymoo , kie-mee, his x mark.
185. Nicola In-soppenoo -stoolach, his x
119. Kooty Snm-be, his x mark.
mark.
1:.!0. Artemu. Tolman, his x mark.
186. Pete-Pierro, his x mark.
121. Pee · ell Moulman, his x mark.
187. Anselm Finlay, his x mark.
122. Pattee Seel-ach, his x mark.
188. Antoine Cos-cos, hisx mark.
123. Pillip Tis-sak-chan, his x mark.
189. Antoine Pla.nte, his x mark.
124. Pee-ell Joseph, hi x mark.
190. Joseph Sil-lelpy, his x mark.
125. Eneas Il-cheh, his x mark.
191. .Joseph Tsoot-shen, his x mark.
126. Cbarle Holaqna Sum-hei, his x mark. 192. Big Semoo Sinteh, his x mark.
127. Melly Kesset, his x marie
193. Pierre PaulSte-te-mas-keb, hislx mark.
128. Charle Moulman, his x mark.
194. Louis Quil-quil-sum hei, his x mark.
129. Eneas Snake, his x mark.
195. Pierre Shil-chum-tee, his x mark.
130. Michel Pablo, his x mark.
196. I<'rancois (brother ofPetai), his xmark.
131. Antoine L~t Rose, his x mark.
197. Maxime Ka-u-soo, his x mark.
132. Coosta (Eneas' soli), his x mark.
198. Dominick En-teh, his x mark.
133. Michelle Cha-wo, his xmark.
199. Isadore Quil-quil ta-me, his x mark.
134. Andre Mnkwokan, hisx mark.
200. Lo Tip-sky-mee,his xmark.
1~{5. Paul Cha-cbat-lo-ma, his x mark
201. Mark Yah-cum-tee, hisx mark.
136. William Cnm-moosa, his x mark.
202. Luke Wait-see, his x mark.
137. Py-lissiau, his x mark.
203. Joseph Finlay, his x mark.
138. -Sanny, his x mark.
204. Pascal Ma.y-al, hisx mark.
139. Blind Py-keh, his x mark.
205. Pierre Chit-housee, his xmark.
140. Ta-weel Davld, his x mark.
206. Baptiste Penetzee, his x mark.
141. La-moo Duncan, his x marie
207. Moses Penetzee, his x mark.
142. Dominic Ko-wit-la, his x mark.
208. San Pe-ell In-shal-a-can, his x mark.
143. Andre Kanic, his x mark.
209. Malta Sin-pin-aw, his xmark.
144. Alick Cu-ka-kin, his x mark.
210. Max Couture, his x mark.
145. San Paul Ku-la-ko, his x mark.
211. Louis Ky-muck-tee, his x mark.
146. Cuh;y-papa, hiA x mark.
212. Nicola Kais-quil-ki-ha, his x mark.
147. Gideon Te-nom, his x mark.
213. Philip (one-eyed), his x mark.
148. Baptiste Lote-la, his x marlL
214; Andre Peirrish, his x mark.
149. Anteese, his x mark.
215. Tallo Aslin, his x mark.
150. Isaac Bouaparte, his x mark.
216. Intimeet-chin-shin, his x mark.
151. Pe-ell Loco, his x mark.
217. Bessong Ilkuk-ka-shee, his x mark.
152. Phillip i-ak-chan, his x mark.
218. Louison Quil-fluil-snee-na his x mark.
153. Felix Dominick, his x mark.
219. Spokane Jim, his x mark.
154. Michelle Grand Michelle, his x mark.
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FLATHEAD AGENCY, MONTANA,
September 2, 1882.

I certify that the foregoing agreement -..vas read and explained by me, and was fully
understood by all the above-named Indians of the confederated tribes of the Flathead,
Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille . Indians, respectively, before signing, and that
the same W84 executed by said Indians at the Flathead Agency, Montana, on this
second day of September, 1882.
his

MICHAEL X RIV AIS,
mark.

Official Interp1·ete1·.

Witnesses:
ROBERT McGREGOR BAIRD.
LuDGER Twor.r.
FLATHEAD AGENCY, MONTANA,
September 2, 1882.

I certify on honor that I have witnessed each and every signature to the foregoing
agreement, and that the.same was carefully explained to and appeared to be fully
understood by said Indians before signing, and that the signatures thereto numbered
from 1 to 219, inclusive, represent a majority of all the adult male members of t.he confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians, respectively, occupying or interested in the lands of the Joco (or Flathead) Reservation.
PETER RONAN,
United States Indian Agent.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Janu.ary 16, 188::l.

Approved.
H. M. TELLER,
Secretary.

No.3 d.
Desm·iption of Plat B, showing the location and extent of depot g1·onnds.

Commencing at a station numbered 5~84, on the center line of the located survey
of the Northern Pacific Railroad, in the valley of Finlay Creek, at Battiste Matts
Ranch; thence N. 55° 37' E. at right angles to the center line of said railroad 816.3
feet t~ a point; thence N. 34° 23' W. pl}rallel with and 816.3 feet from the center line
of said railroad 3,000 feet, to a point 816.3 feet from and at right angles to said center
line of said railroad at station 5414; thence S. 55° 37' W. at right angles to and crossing said railroad center line at station 5414, 1,216.3 feet to a point; thence S. 34°
2:)' east, parallel with and 400 feet from the center line of said railroad ~,000 feet,
to a poir:.t at right angles to and 400 feet from station 5384; thence N. 55° 37' E. at
right angles to and intersecting said center line of said railroad at station 5384, 400
feet, to the place. of beginning, containing eighty-three and seventy-eight hundredths
(83:78) acres, more or less, or, exclusive of the right of way, seventy (70) acres, more
or less.
This station is located in the valley of Finlay Creek, near Bazile Finlay's Ranch,
and where the road to the l<'lathead Agency on the east side of the Jocko Riverleaves
the road to Missoula, and about one and one-half miles abov,e and east of the first
crossing of the railroad line of the Jocko River at the mouth of Finlay Creek.

No.3 e.
Des01·iption of Plat C, showing the location and extent of depot g1·onnds.

Commencing at a station numbered 589l::l, on the center line of the located survey
of the Northern Pacific Railroad, on a curve to the left of a radius of 2,865 feet on
the right bank of the J ocko River, about eight miles below the mouth of Finlay Creek;
thence in a northeasterly direction at. right angles to t.he curved center line of said
railroad 371 feet to a point; 'thence in a north westerly direction parallel with and 371
feet from said curved center line 2,517 feet to a point at right angles to and 371 feet
from the point, of tangent at the end of the center line of said curve at station 5920
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27.5; thenee S. 13° 51' E:, at right angles to and crossing said railroad center line at
station 5920
27.5, 471 feet to a point at right angles to and 100 feet from said station 5920
27.5; thence in a southeasterly direction parallel with and 100 feet from
said curved center line 2,150 feet to a point at right angles to and 100 feet from station 5898; thence in a northeasterly direction, at right angles to and intersecting
said center line of said railroad ~t station 5898, 100 feet to the place of beginning,
containing twenty-five and twenty-three hundreths (25.23) acres, more or less, or, exclusive of the right .of way, fifteen (15) acres, more or less.
This station is in the valley of the Jocko River, where the wagon road to Saint Ignatius Mission leaves the Jocko Valley.

+

+

No. 3f.
D escription of Plat D, showing the location and extent of depot g1·ounds.

Commeneing at station numbered 6270 on the center line of the located survey of
the Northern Pacific Railroad, on the south bank of the Pend d'Oreille River, near
where said railroad line first enters the valley of said river after leaving the valley
of the Jocko River; thence N. 11° 30' E. at right angles to said railroad line, 2:~6.25feet to a point; thence N. 78° :~0' W., parallel to the center line of said railroad, 2,400
feet to a point at right angles to and 236.~5 feet from station 6294; thence S. 11° 30'
W. at right angles to· and crossing said· railroad center line at station 6294, 472.25
feet to a point at right angles to and 236 feet from said station 6294; thence S. 78°
30' E., parallel with and 236 feet from said center line, 2,400 feet to a point at right
angles to and 236 feet from station 6270; thence N. 11° 30' east, at right angles to
and intersecting said center line of said railroad at station 6270, 236 feet to the place
of beginning, containing twenty-six and two hundredths (26.02) acres, more or less,
or, exclusive of the right of way, fifteen (15) acres.
This station is located on the left bank of the Pend d'Oreille River and about one
thousand feet below the mouth of the Jocko .River.

No.3 g.
Description of PlatE, showing the location and extent of depot grounds.

Commencing at a station numbered 6631 on the center line of the located survey of
the Northern Pacific Railroad on the south bank of the Pend d'Oreille River; thence
N. 22° 18' E. at right angles to the center line of said railroad 272.25 feet to a point ;
thence N. 67° 42' W. parallel to the center line of said railroad, 2,400 feet to a point at
right angles to and 27~.25 feet from station 6655 ; thence S. 22° 18' W. at right angles
to and crossing said center line of said railroad at station 6655, 472.25 feet to a point
at right angles to and 200 feet from said station 6655; thence S., 67° 4~' E., parallel and
200 feet from said center line 2,400 feet to a point at right angles to and 200 feet from
station 6631; thence N. 22° 18' E. at right angles to and intersecting said center line
of said railroad at station 6631, 200 feet to the place of beginning, containing twentysix and two hundredths (26.02) acres, more or less, or, exclusive of right of way, fifteen
(15) acres, more or less.
This station is located on the left bank of the Pend d'Oreille River, about one mile
above Maxime's Village, and about one-half mile above Lee's Ranch.

---·
No.3 h.
Desc1·iption of Plat F, showing the locat·ion and extent of depot g1·ounds.
Commencin~ at a station numbered 7000, on the Northern Pacific Railroad, on the
south bank ot the Pend d'Oreille River; thence N. 17° 38' W., at right angles to the
center line of said railroad 372.25 feet, to a point; thence S. 72° 22' W., parallel to the
center line of said railroad 2,400 feet, to a point at right angles to ap.d 372.25 feet
from station 7024; thence S. 17° 38' E. at right angles to and crossing said railroad
line at station 7024, 472.25 feet, to a point at right angles to and 100 feet from station ·7024; thence . N. 72c 22' E., parallel with and 100 feet from the center line of
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said railroad 2,400 feet, to a point at right angle!'! to and 100 feet from station 7000;
thence N. 17° 38' vV., at right angles to and inter ecting said center line of said railroad
at station 7000, 100 feet to the place of beginning, containing twenty-six and two
hundredths (26.02) acres, more or less, or, exclusive of the right of way, fifteen (15)
acres, more or less.
This station is located on the left bank of the ~eud d'Oreille River, about threefourths of a mile below Antoine's Ferry, ·where the \Veeksville road crosses the Pend
d'Oreille River.
No.3 rn.
K,-?Desc1·iption and valuation of improvements of individnal Indians on lands in Jocko
(Flathead Rese1·ve), 1·eferred to in the ag'reement entered into bet1ceen the United States and
the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Fend d'01·eilles Indians this 2d day of September,
A. D. 1882.
:No. of acres.
:Nature of improvements.
Acres. Hdths.
6
75 Cultivated land ...... _......... .
15
47 ...... do ..•...................... .
13 .••........... do ....................... ..
10
28 .. - . - . do ........... _. _____ . ..... .

45
35
13

17

8

86

10

71

.. - .. -- ...... - - .
..... ... ........

Cultivated land and house ..... .
Cultivated land and 4 houses._ ..
Partly cultivated land ... __ .. _..
Cultivated land ............. __ __
.. -- .. do . ____ .. ___ . _........ ____ _
Corral ...... _. _. _............ _..
Cabin .......................... .
Cultivatedhtnd, house, and barn.
Garden, house, and fence .. _.. __ .

13
15

77

~

;i28

8

96 . _____ do .. _. _. _.. __ ... ___ . _.... -.

1

5
5
18

1
84
4
59
16 ... ____
2 . ---·--·

........ ........
16
20

6~lt~!!~:lf~~~~~~~~~~~~~-l-a~~:

...... do .... ___ .. __ ...... _.. _.- ..
50 ..• _.. do ... _...... _... _......... .
71 ...... do-------······ · ······-··-·-

53
64

11 . -......

Cultivated land anll COITal .. _.. .
Cultivated land ...... _. __ ..... ..
...... do-·------------·---·-··---·
.. ..•. do ............. ·----· ..... .
Fencing ............ ···-·-·-·-·Garden and house ...... ..... _..
Cultivated land ................ .
Cultivated land and bouse . ___ ..

· · · · ·35 · ::::: : : : ~~m~~~:~1 f:~rl :: ::::: ::: ::: :: :

......... - - .. - - . House and fence . _. _.... _...... .

Value of
im11rovements.

$250
325
250
225
600
700
175
200
250
25
25
1, 000
250
125
100
100
100
250
150
100
125
250
50
100
300
250
200
200
800
150

By whom the improvements were
made.

Besson Finlay.
Chief Michelle.
.Alexander Matte.
Baptiste Matte.
Maxime Couture.
Basile Finla-y .
Isadore Ladervate.
.Alexander Poirrier.
Antoine Plante.
Joseph Finlay.
Madelaine .
.Alexander Morr(\jinr.
Mrs. Lewis Brown.
Eneas Cool-ta-la.
Peter Matt.
Ky-meeu.
Gregoire.

~~~~:!
~~=-s.
Selaw.

Stanislaus and Mary.
Antoine Rivais.
Isaac Guli-o-coot.
Leo and Pierre .
Maxim e.
Dominick.
Petal.
.Antoine Rivais.
Duncan McDonald.
Louis and Use-talL

7, 625
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Septembe1· 2, 1882.
I certify on honor that the foregoing schedule, marked with the letter K, contains a true description of improvements made by individual Indians of the Flathead,
Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles tribes upon lands of the Jocko (Flathead) Indian Reservation in the Territory of Montana, falling within the limits of lands surrendered by the confederated tribes of said Indians to the Unit-ed States for the pur- .
poses of the. Northern Pacific Railroad, by agreement l>earin~ even date herewith, and
that the same have been carefully examined by me, or unaer my direction, and the
valuations thereof appraised at the sums set opposite the respective names of the Indians owners or occupants thereof. I further certify that the several amounts soappraised are, in my ,jndgment, a fair and ,just compensation for the damages sustaine{l
in each case.
JOSEPH K. McCAMMON,
Assistant Attorney-General.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Januat·y 16, 1883.

Approved.
H. M. TELLER,
Secretal'y.
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No.4.
A. :BILL to accept and ratify an agreement with the confederated tribes of the :Flathead, Kootenay, and
Upper Pend d 'Oreilles Indians for t.he sale of a portion of their reservation m the Territory of Montana
required for the use of the Northern Pacific Railroad, and to make the necessary appropriations for
r_ carrying out the same.

Be 'it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatit·es of the Unitecl States of Ame-rica
in Cong1·ess asse11tbled, That a certain agreement, bearing date the second day of Sep-

tember, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and eighty-two, made between the
confederated tribes of the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians resident on the Jocko (or Flathead) Reservation in the Territory of Montana, acting under
the supervision and with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior of the United
States of the one part, and the United States of America, represented by Joseph Kay
McCammon, Assistant Attorney-General of tbe United States, duly appointed in this
behalf by the Secretary of the Interior, of the other part, be and the same is hereby
ratified and comfirmed. Said agreement is executed uy a maJority of all the adlllt
male members of the said confederated tribes occupying or interested in the lands of
said reservation, and is iu the words and figures following, namely:
""Whereas by section one of an act of Congress approved July second, eighteen
hundred and sixty-four, entitled 'An act granting lands to aid in the construction of a
railroad and telegraph line from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, on t.he Pacific coast,
by the northern route' (thirteenth Statutes at Large, page three hundred and sixtyfive), the Nort.hern Pacific Railroad Company was authorized and empowered to lay
out, locate, construct, furnish, maintain, and enjoy a continuous railroad and telegraph line, with the appurtenances, namely: Beginning at a point on Lake Superior,
in the State of Minnesota or Wisconsin, thence westwardly by the most eligiiJle railroad route as shall be determined by said company, within the territory of the United
States, on a line north of the forty-fifth degree of latitude, to some point on Puget
Sound; and
"Whereas by section two of said act Congress granted to said company the right
of way for the construction of said railroad and telegraph line to the extent of two
hundred feet in width on each side of said railroad where it may pass through the
public domain, including all necessary ground for station buildings, work-shops, depots, machine-shops, switches, side-tracks, turn-tables, and water sta.t,ions; and
" ·w hereas by said section two Congress provided that the United States should extinguish as rapidly as may be consistent with public policy and the welfare of the
Indians the Indian t.itles to all lands falling under the operation of this act and acquired in the donation to the road named in the act; and
"Whereas by treaty between the United States and the confederated tribes of the
Flathead, Kootenay, aud Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians, concluded at Hell Gate, in the
Bitter Root Valley, July sixteenth, eighteen hundrerl and fifty-five, and duly l·atified
and proclaimed (twelfth Statutes at Large, page nine hundred and seventy-five), a district of country therein described, situate in the then Territory of Washington, but
now included within the boundaries of the Territory of Montana, was set apart for the
use and occupation of said confederated tribes, and as a general Indian reservation
upon which may be placed other friendly tribes and bands of Indians of the Territory
of \Vashington, who may agree to be consolidated with the tribes parties to said
treaty, under the corumon designation of the Flathead Nation; and
,
"Whereas by article three of said treaty it is provided that if necessary for the public convenience roads may be run through the said reservation, and on theotherband
the right of way with free access from the same to the nearest public' highway is secured to them, as also the right in common with citizensoftheUnited States to travel
upon all public highways; and
"Whereas by treaty between the United States and said Flathead Nation of Indians
and others, concluded at the council ~round on the Upper Missouri, near the mouth
of the Judith River, in the Territory ot Nebraska, October seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, duly ratified and confirmed (eleventh Statutes at Large, page six
hundred and fifty-seven), it is provided (in the eighth article thereof) that 'for the
purpose of establishing traveling thoroughfares through their country, and the better
to enable the President to execute the provisions of this treaty, the aforesaid nations
and tribes do hereby consent and agree that the United States may, within the countries respectively occupied and claimed by them, construct roads of every description,
<'l'ltablish lines of telegraph and military posts, use materials of every description
found in the Indian country, build houses for agencies, missions, schools, farms, shops;
mills, stations, and for any other purpose for which they may be 1·equired, and permanently occupy as much land as may be necessary for the various purposes above
enumerated, includin '! the nse of wood for fuel and land for grazing, and that the
navigation of all lakl • and streams shall be forever free to citizens of the United
States'; and
"Whereas the sa<d company did, ou the fifth day of July, eighteen hundred and
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eighty-two, file in the Department of the Interior :1 map showing the definite location
of its line of railroad from the southern boundary of the l'eserve for the Flathead
Indians; thence northwesterly across the southwestern part of said reserve to the
western boundary thereof, all lying and being within the Terntory of Montana, as
definitely :fixed and determined in compliance with said act of Congress, and asapproved by the board of directors of said company by resolution passed May ninth,
eighteen hundred and eighty-two; and
'' '\Vhereas the said company desires to construct its line of railroad upon such designated route and claims the right by virtue of said tLct so to do :
"Now therefore, in order to fulfill the obliga,tions of the government in the premisest
''This agreement made this 2nd day of September, in the year of our Lord eighteen.
hundred and eighty-two, between the eonfederated tribes of the Flathead, Kootenay,
and Upper Pend d'Ore1lle Indi:tns, resident on the Jocko (or Flathead) Reservation,
in the Territory of Montana, represented by their chiefs, headmen, and heads of a.
majority of families, and being a majority of all the adult male Indians occupying or
interested in the lands hereinafter described, the said Indians acting under the supervision and with the approv:tl of the Secretary of the Interior of the United States, of
the one part, and the United States of America, represented by Joseph Kay McCammon, Assistant Attorney-General of the United States, duly appointed in this behalf
by the Secretary of the Interior, of the other part, witnesseth:
''That for the consideration hereinafter mentioned, the said confederated tribes of
Flathead, Kootenay, and U]Jper Pend d'Oreille Indians do hereby surrender andrelinquish to the United States all the right, title, and interest which they now have
under and by virtue of the aforesaid treaty of p uly sixteenth, eighteen hundred ~mel
:fifty-five, in and to :tll that part of the J ocko (or Plathead) Heservation situated in.
the Territory of Montana, and described as follows, namely:
''A strip of land not exceeding two hundred feet in width, that is to say, one hundred feet on each side of the line laid down on the map of definite location ht>reinbefore mentioned, wherever said line runs through said reservation, entering t,he same at
or near the summit of Coriagan Defile. passing by the valley of Finlay Creek to the
Jocko, along the Jocku to the Pend d'Oreille River, and down the valley of the Pend
d·' Oreille, passing ont of the reservation at or near the mouth of the Missoula Rivert
said strip of laud being intended to be used by the said Northern Pacific Railroad
Company, its successors or assigns, as a right of way and road bed, and containing
thirteen hundred acres. An official copy of said map of definite location was, on the
day of the date hereof, produced and shown to said Indians in council assembled, was
fully explained to them, :tnd is herewith att:tchedmarketl with the letter A and made
a part of this agreement.
''Also the several pieces or parcels of land situate along aud adjoining the said strip
of land hereinbefore described as the same are delineated on the five several plats or
maps thereof, als,o now produced and shown to said Indians and hereto attached, and
marked respectively with the letters B, C, D, E, F, and containing respectively the
following areas, that is to say, tract B, seventy acres; tract C, fifteen acres; tract D,
:fifteen acres; tract E, fifteen acres; tract P, fifteen acres; aggregating (exclusive of
the strip of land hereinbefore mentioned) one hundred and thirty acres, the same
being intended to be used by the said Northern Pa~ific Railroad Company for the purposes of station-houses, depots, sidings, &c.
"In consideration of such surrender and relinquishment of lands as aforesaid,
amounting in the aggregate to fourteen hundred and thirty acres, the United States
stipulates and agrees to pay to the said confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay,
and Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians the Slllll of sixteen thousand ($16,000) dollars,
being at the rate of eleven 18-100 dollars per acre, to be deposited in the Treasury of
the United States to the credit of the said confederated tribes upon ratification of
this agreement by Congress, and ne~essary appropriations made therefor, the sum
aforesaid to be expended for the benefit of said Indians in snch manner as the Secretary of the Interior may direct.
"And for the consideration aforesaid, the United States further stipulates and
agrees, upon ratification of this agreement by Congress and necessary appropriation
therefor, to pay .to the individnal Indians, members of said confederated tribes, whose
names appear on the schedule hereto annexed, marked with the letter K, the several sums set opposite their respective names, all(l amounting in the aggregate tothe sum of seven thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars, as full compensation
~or any damages to improvements, or fenced or cultivated tlelcls, which they may sustain by reason of the surrender and relinquishment of said lands or any part thereof
as aforesaid, such compensation to be expended for the benefit of snch individual
Indians, or paid to them in cash, in the proportion to which they ma~' be severally
entitled thereto appearing by said schedule, as the Secretary of the Interior may
direct.
"All provisions of existing treaties with the confederated tribes of Fl:ttlwa<1, Koot-
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enay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille Indians not affected by this agreement to remain in
full force and effect, and this agreement to be subject to ratification by Congress.
"Executed at the Flathead Agency, in the Territory of Montana, this 2nd day of September, anno Domini eighteen hundred and eighty-two.
SEC. 2. That for the purpose of carrying the provisions of this act into effect the sum
of twenty-three thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars is hereby set aside out
of any moneys in the United States 'l'reasury·not otherwise appropriated, sixteen thousand dollars whereof shall be deposited in the United States Treasury to the credit of
the corporated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreilles Indians and
be expended for the benefit of the said Indians in such manner as the Secretary of the
Interior may direct; and the balance, or sum of seven thousand six hundred and
twenty-five dollars, shall be deposited in the United States Treasury to the credit of
the individual Iudians, members of the said confederated tribes, whose names appear
on the schedule referred to in said recited agreement, marked with the letter K, a copy
whereof is hereto annexed, to be expended for the benefit of such individual Indians,
or paid to them in cash, in the proportions to which they may be severally entitled
appearing by said schedule, as the Secretary of the Interior may direct.
SEc. 3. That the right of way over the laml relinquished by said agreement to the
United States for the construction of said Northern Pacific Railroad, and the use of
the several parcels of land so relinquishecl intended to be used for depots, stations,
sidings, anclso forth, for said railroad, are hereby granted to said Northern Pacific
Railroad Company, its successors and assigns, for the uses and purposes in said agreement set forth; but the lancl or any part thereof, relinquished to the United States by
said agreement, shall not be used for railroad purposes by or for the said Northern Pacific Railroad Company, its successors or assigns, except upon the condition precedent
that the said company, its successors or assigns, shall, within sixty days from the
taking effect of this act, pay to the Treasurer of the United States said sum of twentythree thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars, herehy appropriated to be paid by
t.he United States for the lands and improvements relinquished to the United States by
said agreement, and shall within the same time file with the Secretary of the Interior
its written acceptance of the conditions of this section; nor shall said land, or any part
thereof, be continued to be used for railroad pm·poses by or for said Northern Pacitic
Railroad Company, its successors or assigns, except upon the further condition that said
company, its successors or cassigm, will pay any and all damages which the United
States or said Indians, individually or in their tribal capacity, or any other Indians lawfully occupying said reservation, may sustain by reason or on account of the
act or acts of said company, its successors or assigns, its agents or employes, or on
account of fires originating by or in the construction or operation of said railroad,
the damages in all cases to be recovered in any court of the Territory of Montana
having jurisdiction of the amount claimed, upon suit or action instituted hy the proper
United States attorney in the name of the United States: Provided, That the said
United States attorney may accept such sum of money in satisfaction of any such injury or damages as in his discretion may be just; and if so accepted before suit or
action is commenced, no suit or action shall be instituted, and if accepted after commencement of suit or action, the same shall be dismissed at the cost of saicl company,
its successors or assigns.
.
SEC. 4. That all moneys accepted or recovered under the provisions of section three
of this act shall be covered into the Treasury of the United States, and if accepted
or recovered on accou.nt of damages sustained by said Indians as aforesaid, they shall
be placed to the credit of said Indians in their tribal names, to be expended by the
Secretary of the Interior for the benefit of said Indians in such manner as hy may
deem for their best interest, except in the case of an individual Indian, when the
amount covered into the Treasury shall be expended for 1tis sole benefit.
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K.-Description and valuation of irnp1·ovements of individual Indians on lands
in Jocko (Flathead) Reserve, 1·ejen·ed to in the agreernent entered into between the United
States and the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'OTeille Indians this 2d day of
September, A. D. 1882.

SCHEDULE

Acres.

-

I

- I
6. 75
15.47
13.00
10.28
45.00
35.17
13.00
8. 86
10.71

of
I Value
improve-

:Nat Ire of improvements

Coltiva~d

:and- ____ -------- _________

...! men::,. B""'n Finlay.

____ .. do. ____ .---- .. _..... --- .. --··-··. __ .
_..... do. __ .. __ ---------·----- .. -----···-.
______ do_ .. __ ...... _...... _..... _____ . ___ .I
Cultivated land and house.----.........
...... do..................................
'Partly cultivated land .................. -j
Cultivated land _.. _.. _....... _..... .....
...... do_ ....... _......................... i
Corral..................................
Cabin .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. .
13.77 Cultivated land, house, and barn._......
15.00 Garden, bouse, and fence ............... _
17.22
5. 51 6~ltl~:t~~ )!~~~ -~~~t-i~-~~~~ -1~~~::::::::
fi. 28 ...... do..................................
fr. 50 ...... do..................................
18.71
8. 96 ::::::~~-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
1. 84 Cultivated land and corral . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cultivated land .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. ..
16.00 ...... do..................................
2. 00 _..... do..................................
4. 59

16.53
20.64
11.00
35.00

Chief Micheile.
Alexander Matte.
Baptiste Matte.
Maxime Couture.
BasileFinlay.
Isadore Laderoute.
Alexander Poirrier.
Antoine Plante.
Joseph Finlay.
Madelaine.
Alex Morre,iieu.
Mrs. Louis Brown.

325
250
255
600
700
175
200
250
25
25
1, 000
250

~~g ~~::rs ~~~~tta-la.
Ky-mecn.
Gregoire.

100
100

i~~ :th~~!~~:.s·

Selaw.
Stanislaw & Mary.
Antoine Rivais.
Isaac Qua-a-coot.

100
125
250
50

~~~d~~g~~d-h~~;~::: ::::::::::::::::::::

~~~ ifC:xf!~.Pierre.

Cultivated land .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ..
Cultivated land and house . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Damage to ferry ........................
Cultivated land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
House and fence ..... _...................

250
200
200
800
150
7, 625

0

•

'

By whom the ~~~de~ovements were

I

Dominick.
Petal.
Antoine Rivais.
Duncan McDonald.
Louis and "l!se-tah.

